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Candidates must attempt both questions in Part I and one question in Part 2.

Translate the following passages into English, excluding any notes.

Part 1.
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SHEN JLJL, ‘Ren shi zhuan,” Tang ren xiao shuo jiao shi, Wang Luo’ou, (Taipei: Zheng zhong

shu ju, 1983), pp.43 — 44.
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2. UNSEEN
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LIU YIQING, Shi shuo xin yu jian shu, ed. Yu Jiaxi, (Shanghai: Shanghai gu ji chu ban she,

1996), 23.744-5, 27.856-7.
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Part 2.
Candidates should attempt one of the following essay topics.
3. Studies of Chinese fiction have often traced its roots to ‘zhi guai’ stories. Explain why

that might have been so and assess the extent to which it is appropriate to do so.

4. How useful is the generic label of ‘chuan gi’ for our understanding of the stories to which
it is applied?

5. ‘Ren shi zhuan’ was written in 781 by an official in the Bureau of Historiography, Shen
Jiji, on his way to political exile in the south-east. How might such biographical data inform
our reading of the story?

END OF PAPER




