AET2
Asian and Middle Eastern Studies Tripos, Part Il

This is a three hour examination

Paper C20
Contemporary Chinese Society

Candidates should answer ALL questions.
The word limit for each of the Parts Ill & IV essays is 1,200 words.

Write your number not your name as well as the paper code (C20) on each
page of your submission.

SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS TO BE SUPPLIED FOR THIS EXAMINATION
Student declaration form

SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS

Type your answers and upload them in a document, such as a Word
document or PDF.

Files should be saved as C20_[your number].
Upload a completed student declaration form as a separate file.

RESOURCES PERMITTED FOR THIS EXAMINATION

For Parts | & I, you can use a desk or online Chinese-Chinese or Chinese-
English dictionary.

The exam will begin as soon as you open the file containing the
questions. Once begun you will have three hours to complete the exam.
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Part | (15 marks)

Summarise the following passage in about 150 words. Then write a short
essay (around 350 words) explaining the significance of this text within the
context of the Cultural Revolution. Both parts of your answer should be in
English.

A 2 — 5K 2 SRR FARA I H R PFE RIS, SAAE5ELrm L i5[E
BATE X — R R FARAMIX A PR . AIRAE 50 2R B, b Je 313 7 ) Lt
YURAE, MRIEMATZ, ShERSNNE Ry b, AT IR %
B BT Jas& AR U R R s sh 4T %5, AR AR, REEE, H
Rk, EHIARSN, saTaedM, BURNRE, KEMIRIBER,
KM R ES, XATHEW ! BAES] 1962 F 14 WA 1964 4% “ i

AT IR R, SANE R BUR TR AN 2

Excerpted from "Bombard The Headquarters — My First Big-Character Poster"
August 5, 1966, Selected Works of Mao Mao Zedong: Vol. IX.
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Part 1l (15 marks)

Summarise the following passage in around 150 words. Then write an essay
in around 350 words on the relevance of the author’s argument for
understanding China as a multi-ethnic nation. Both parts of your answer
should be in English.

TENBUAE RSN RIRE S, H AR SR8, mte sdih B FE 2 4>
AFERIR R MR BB WO AESE — FFELItR LA
FORE AR B Geia 8 1 1) S S IS AL E, TR ERAE T R AR A
[l — KA, ADNERBIZ A NZ R EARNE . AHU, X EREE
Xt & E I geia R B AR, e @A E LA R grin RPN MATRT
DU BEGE RO E SR EE,  thm] DUR SO RO 2 SCIRTE TR R A A S . ity
HERX AR RS oA 1 TR K SO M AR . RIRIKTNS, &
RORIFBRE R, “RR” B, LSRN, YoM, mtExE
IR, 2 AN ENE R, REAH “HERIRNE
R7IERAE, BT DLEARAT Sy (B A e B R IS TR UK, (EVRE

HMEE . R DA, AARTHRRRZESE, HAEXFE—KiEZ
SIABMEAEM RIREER . £ “RETH7 « “RIEN" ZRKNE
FEDE A0 BRI 1 7 SEAR DAL, B Ja N ZI RIS FE R 1Y, TR L RRE
XA AN R R N ARk 545 2 A0 B A s 1k 2 e A R

Excerpted and modified from “Two kinds of cultural nationalism’ by Sylvia
Chan. Portal Vol. 4, No.1, January 2007.
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Part 11l (35 marks)

Write an essay on ONE of the following topics.

1. ‘Hell bent on controlling the region’. To what extent does this statement
accurately reflect China’s current economic and military activities in East Asia
and South East Asia?

2. Is the CCP now more of a nationalist than a communist party?

3. Analyse Mao’s thinking behind EITHER the Great Leap Forward OR the
Cultural Revolution and identify the reasons for the failure of the campaign

you have analysed.

4. ‘If Marx was alive today he would condemn Mao’s application of Marxism’.
Discuss.

5. To what extent are the pro-democracy demonstrations in Hong Kong
reflective of popular feelings in mainland China?

Part IV (35 marks)

Write an essay on ONE of the following topics.

1. ‘Nowadays the PRC has been thoroughly judicialised’. Discuss.

2. Explain the analytical usefulness of the concept of 'space’ in understanding
contemporary China (especially, but not exclusively, in relation to social

difference and hierarchy).

3. What are the main contours of religious life in reform-era China? What role
does the state play in shaping these contours?

4. How are sexuality, health and money connected in reform-era China?

5. ‘Language is inseparable from power, especially in China’. Discuss.

END OF PAPER
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