Lesson 9

Tadashi gives us a description of his family. Study this Yamakawa family chart
and the prose passage that follows:
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9.1 Numerical classifiers

FOFBEILI AT THENTT,
— R\ UL TA XU R TEE T,
ROMBIZITa vy Ea—Z2—R_HHH 0D £7,

Every object in Japanese has a descriptive classifier which is used when that
object is counted. It is as if one always had to say ‘three head of cattle’ rather
than ‘three cows’. There are many such classifiers in the language but fortunately
some of them are shared between a number of similar objects. A short list
follows:



A ()

. & (&)

‘people” (Note the exceptions & ¥ “one person’
and 5729 ‘two people’)
‘years old” (Note the irregular |Z72% for ‘twenty’)

K (IFA) long cylindrical objects, pencils, pens etc.
B (7ZWY) cars, bicycles, television sets, computers etc.
@ (Z2) small things, apples, oranges, potatoes etc.
[E] (), FE(E) ‘times’

BER (C2vA) ‘hours’

H (ZH) ‘days’

W (L9 A) ‘weeks’

7 B (N FD) ‘months’

7 A (DT 20 A) ‘months’

() ‘years’

R (RADA) ‘years’

M (xA) ‘yen’

77 I ‘grams’

S ‘kilograms’

v F A=V ‘centimetres’

A— k~b ‘metres’

The question word for these is il (72 A): AN, fil&, {[FFfH etc, with two

exceptions: {ij# (72 A X1) ‘how old’ can also be expressed as < - and the
word for ‘how much’ is V< 5. The set of numbers used with these classifiers is,
in the main, the \WH | (2, S A set (see 4.7) with which you should now be
familiar, but the pronunciation of these combinations is not entirely
straightforward, so the student is referred to Appendix III for a full listing.

2.9.2 Using classifiers

There are two ways of combining a noun with its classifier: either ¥ A Z13 =&
& U £9, where the numeral + classifier come immediately after the noun, or =
&l (D) VA ZTH% Y £9. To make the above sentences interrogative, replace
—f& with the interrogative noun meaning ‘how many’, namely fi[ffl (72A 2),
and add 7> at the end of the sentence:



either D AT HE S O E T,
or fAE DY A THRH Y FT D,

9.3 Idiomatic use of |Z to express frequency

Further examples:

— BT =FF[H] three hours a day
oy Alz—A once every two months
AR once every three years

9.4 T indicating ‘reason’ or ‘cause’

L TA XY RATE £

Study the following idiomatic phrases:

fEHETRANMTLS,

Go to Japan on business

AR CTER KT,
Be absent from school on account of illness



9.5 Further use of % for emphasis

IV E—RN T ELHY ET,
MH RO ET  OfEEZ LE T,

In addition to the inclusive usage, % can also be used to place strong emphasis

on the word it follows, especially in conjunction with numerical classifiers.

KT T —r v I EEBITE ET,

I will go to Europe three times next year.

9.6 The particle & meaning ‘with’

IRFMTITAGZE L RATITATE 77,
B BIZIZ LS REEBHEL £97

We have already met the particle & joining nouns together (3.5). & is also

used to mean ‘with’ when two animate nouns are involved:

FUTELSBEF Yy T IATEET,

I often go camping with my younger brother.

When ‘with’ is elaborated as ‘together with,” the Japanese phraseis V> L X (Z:

(FAIR) REEWV o L X ICEZ LET,
I'll do the shopping with mother.



If the & meaning ‘and’ is used, then one gets a sentence like:

REEFTIWV S L XICEME LET,
My mother and I will go shopping together.

9.7 Noun + (217<

\

q

IRFMTNTAGZE L RATITATE 77

=

This pattern is very commonly used to express the idea of going ‘to do
something’:

FATICAT < go on a trip
BEWcAr<, go shopping
v =y 71247 <, go on a picnic
F*y 7T <, go camping
TaFx AT, gojogging

9.8 Verbal nouns

ET ) OEE LET,
ftFEx LEd,
AL ET,

In the previous lesson you were introduced to native Japanese verbs. There is in
addition a large set of verbs that are formed by taking a noun, usually one of
Chinese origin, and adding the verb 3% ‘do’. (From now on when verbs are
discussed in these notes they will usually be quoted in their plain form.) We
shall call these verbal nouns. They include the following;:



s (RAXx9) 75
AT (D 2 29) 75
BE (D xH5v) 75
HE ALy d) 75
B (SAE) 15
gﬁﬁ (L//D%)/V) ‘/9‘—%)
EE (DAED) T5
5 (IZ>BA) 75
B (Vb)) 5
R (RxrH &) 75
fbg (LT L) 35
EiE (TAb) 75
i (D ATA) T5

study

travel

cook

practise

go for a walk
ask a question
take exercise
pronounce

do the shopping
be ill

work

telephone

drive

Provided that no other object is present, these verbal nouns can also be treated as
the object of the verb 3% and marked with %:

HiEH bILEE29 5,

Work on Sundays as well

AAGEDORE OME 2T 5,

Practise Japanese pronunciation

e = tnEEZ 4 5,

Take exercise half an hour a day

However, when there is an object marked by % already present in the sentence
these verbal nouns must remain intact. For instance, both H AZED #2453 5
and HAGEDHKOME %3 % are correct, but one cannot say: * H ASGE Ok % ff

Heds!

! Note the convention that any sentence with an asterisk in this textbook is ungrammatical and is being

used purely for illustrative purposes.



Key to passage

Romanisation

Watakushi no kazoku wa minna de gonin desu. Chichi to haha no hoka ni ototo ga hitori to
imoto ga hitori imasu. Chichi wa enginia desu. Ichinen ni nikai shigoto de Igirisu ni ikimasu.
Chichi no heya ni wa konpyiita ga nidai mo arimasu. Otdto wa nijaissai desu. Kyoto daigaku no
gakusei desu. Yasumi ni wa tomodachi to ryoko ni ikimasu. Imoto wa mada kokosei desu.
Mainichi sanjikan mo piano no renshi o shimasu. Watakushi wa isha desu. Asa kara ban made
daigaku bydin de hatarakimasu. Tokidoki yoru mo shigoto o shimasu. Yasumi no hi ni wa yoku

haha to sanpo shimasu.

Translation

Altogether there are five people in my family. As well as my father and mother, I have a younger
brother and a younger sister. My father is an engineer. Twice a year he goes to Britain on
business. There are two computers in my father’s room. My younger brother is twenty-one years
old. He is a student at Kyoto University. During the holidays he goes on trips with his friends.
My younger sister is still a high school student. She practises the piano for at least three hours
every day. I am a doctor. I work from morning to night at the university hospital. Sometimes I

even work at night. On days off I often go for a walk with my mother.




