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Candidates should attempt three of the following essay questions:

1 Describe how, in terms of the texts you have read, classical Arabic philosophers

view religion.

2 “Strauss’s interpretation of Arabic philosophy is based on two assumptions: ...
that philosophers writing in Arabic worked in a hostile environment ... and that they had

to present their real philosophical views in disguise” (Dimitri Gutas). Discuss.

3 Account for the importance of the ideal of the ‘divinization of man’ in Greek and

Arabic Neoplatonism.

4 Give an outline of al-Raz1’s ethics.

5 Is Ibn Tufayl’s Hayy ibn Yaqzan a work of political philosophy? Give reasons for

your answer.

6 Describe how Leo Strauss and Muhsin Mahdi interpret the philosophical writings

of al-Farabi.

7 Ibn Rushd in his Fasl al-Magal “urges that philosophy or wisdom ... has the same
intention with respect to governance as the Law, that both seek to provide for the well-

being of all to the extent possible” (Charles Butterworth). Discuss.

8 How fair is it to describe Ibn Khaldin’s activities at the court of Tamerlane as the

actions typical of a political pragmatist? Give reasons for your answer.

9 Explain the differences between Islamic political thought and Arabic political

philosophy in terms of the classical Arabic texts you have read.
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