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SECTION A 

 

Candidates should select two of the following passages for discussion and 

analysis. Do not translate. 

 

1  Comment on the following passage: 

 

 
 
 

Y. AL-SHARUNI, Al-Qayz (Cairo, 1950), pp. 105–106.
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2  Comment on the following passage: 

 

 

 
 

I. HABIBI, al-Waqa’i‘ al-Ghariba fi Ikhtifa’ Sa‘id Abi al-Nahs al-Mutasha’il 

(Cairo, 2007), pp. 25–26. 

 

(TURN OVER 
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3  Comment on the following passage: 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

B.S. AL-SAYYAB, Unshudat al-Matar (Beirut, 1982), p. 481.  
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4. Comment on the following passage: 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

G. KANAFANI, ‘A’id ila Hayfa (Beirut, 1971), p. 406. 

  

 

 

(TURN OVER 
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SECTION B 

 

Candidates should answer two of the following essay questions:  

 

5 ‘What is the city but the people?’ (Shakespeare, Coriolanus, Act III, Scene 

I). Discuss with reference to the city of Beirut, as represented in Darwish’s Dhakira 

li’l-Nisyan. 

 

6 Trace the transformation of interpersonal and political allegiances in 

Mahfuz’s Bayn al-Qasrayn. 
 

7 Present a critique of the deployment of intertextuality in Arabic texts you 

have studied in class. 

 

8 ‘Colonized society is a diseased society in which internal dynamics no longer 

create new structures, its face […] nothing more than a mask under which it 

smothers and dies’ (Albert Memmi, The Colonizer and the Colonized, 1965, pp. 98–

99). Discuss, with reference to Salih’s Mawsim al-Hijra ila’l-Shamal. 

 

9 In al-Shaykh’s Misk al-Ghazal, how do women’s personalized landscapes 

bridge the gap between public and private? Provide textual evidence to support your 

response. 

 

10 Consider the usefulness of applying theoretical concepts of trauma to the 

study of post-1948 Palestinian literature, referring to texts you have studied in class. 
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