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SECTION A Answer two of the following questions.

1 Translate this seen passage [for 20 marks] and comment on (a) the role of
taubeh in the mystical path and (b) the significance of some of the narrative elements of
Ahmad’s account [15 marks].
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MUHAMMAD GHAZNAVI, Magamat-e Zhinda-Pil, ed. H. Moayyad (Tehran, 1967),
p. 29.
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2 Translate this seen passage [for 20 marks] and comment on (a) the literary
methods employed to achieve the author’s intentions and (b) the importance of such
passages for insight into the socio-religious milieu of the period [15 marks].
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IBN-e BAZZAZ, Safwat al-safa, ed. Gh. Tabataba’i Majd (Tehran, 1994), p. 150.
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4
3 Translate this seen passage [for 20 marks] and comment on the author’s
treatment of the episode [15 marks].
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(Ankara, 1944). p. 314,
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SECTION B Answer one of the following questions [30 marks]

4 Hagiographical literature had similar objectives, and used similar means, to
those of historical writing, but applied to somewhat different subject matter. Discuss.

5 “The historian on the payroll of Tamerlane’s son records such tragedies [as the
massacre of the citizens of Isfahan in 1388] as if he were talking about miracles of
saints”. What does Meskoob intend by this statement?

6 How important were miracles in establishing the sanctity of a saint? What other
aspects of their lives ensured their reputation?

7 Sacred biographers had to maintain a difficult balance: if they weighted their
narrative too far toward the supernatural, they lost the man, but if they
underemphasized the exemplary, “they ended up without their saint” (from Heffernan,
p.30). How successful were the mediaeval Muslim hagiographers in maintaining this
balance?

END OF PAPER




