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Candidates should answer THREE questions: one question from Section A
and two questions from Section B.
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SECTION A
Translate one of the following seen passages into English:
1.
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‘Abd al-Jabbar, Sharh al-usiil al-khamsa (Cairo, 1965), pp. 564 and 573.
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Maturidi, Kitab al-tawhid (Ankara, 2003), pp. 273-5, 278. (TURN OVER
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Ibn Sind, al-Shifa’, vol. X (Avicenna, The Metaphysics of The Healing, Provo, Utah,
2005), pp. 365%.
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SECTION B

Answer two of the following questions:

1. “Abd al-Jabbar specifies four essential qualities of a miracle. What are these?
How does he establish the difference between miracles and magic?

2. Baydawi argues that the Prophets have brought immeasurable benefits to
mankind. How does he articulate his argument? Discuss.

3. Give an account of the three “properties of prophethood” and explain why Ibn
Sina discusses them within the psychological part of the Physics of the Shifa’.

4. Al-Ghazali accused Ibn Sina of unbelief (kufr), arguing (amongst other things)
that Ibn Sina had claimed that the revelation was not true and the Prophet not
truthful. Explain which part of Ibn Sina’s theory of prophecy this accusation
refers to, and why al-Ghazali could level such an accusation against him. Could
Ibn Sina have defended himself against the charge, and if so, how?

END OF PAPER




