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IS.3 MIDDLE EASTERN AND ISLAMIC LITERATURES

Candidates should answer four questions: two from Section A and two
questions from Section B.

All questions carry equal marks.

Write your number not your name on the cover sheet of each Section booklet.

STATIONERY REQUIREMENTS
20 Page Answer Book x 1
Rough Work Pad

You may not start to read the questions
printed on the subsequent pages of this

question paper until instructed that you may
do so by the Invigilator.
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SECTION A
Candidates should select two of the following questions.

Do not translate.

1. Comment on the following passage in terms of a) its immediate context; b) the
context of the work as a whele; c) its wider intellectual context.
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IBN QUTAYBA, Uyin al-Akhbar (Cairo, 1925), p. 185.
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Comment on the following passage in terms of a) its immediate context; b) the
context of the work as a whole; ¢) its wider intellectual context.
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AL-MUTANABBI, Hijja’ (Cambridge, 1965), p. 84.
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Comment on the following passage in terms of a) its immediate context; b) the
context of the work as a whole; c) its wider intellectual context.
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NU°AYMA, Akht (New York, 1921), p. 27.
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4. Comment on the following passage in terms of a) its immediate context; b) the
context of the work as a whole; c¢) its wider intellectual context.
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QABBANI, Hawamish “ala Daftar al-Naksa (Beirut, 1983), pp. 5-7.
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SECTION B

Candidates should attempt two of the following essay questions:

10.

. Explore themes of race or gender in Arabic popular literature, giving reference to

texts you have read in class.

Critique Said’s statement that ‘Orientalism was a new way of conceiving the
separations and conflicts that had stimulated generations of hostility, war, and
imperial control’ (‘Afterword’, Orientalism, Harmondsworth, 1995, p. 352).

What were the literary and historical contexts that informed the emergence of
modernist poetry in Arabic?

Compare and contrast representations of war in Mahfuz’s Midaq Alley and al-
Shaykh’s The Story of Zahra.

‘We all emerged from under Gogol’s Overcoat’ (Melchior de Vogiié, in S.
Karlinsky, The Sexual Labyrinth of Nikolai Gogol, London, 1976, p. 135).

Discuss, with reference to the modern Arabic short story.

Give an account of the contribution of the mahjar poets to modern Arabic
literature.

END OF PAPER



