ORIENTAL STUDIES TRIPOS Part I

Middle Eastern and Islamic Studies

Tuesday 3 June 2008 09.00-12.00

IS.4 ARABIC LITERATURE, 1

Candidates should answer four questions: two questions from Section A and
two questions from Section B.

All questions carry equal marks.

Write your number not your name on the cover sheet of each Section booklet.

STATIONERY REQUIREMENTS
20 Page Answer Book x 1
Rough Work Pad

You may not start to read the questions
printed on the subsequent pages of this

question paper until instructed that you may
do so by the Invigilator.
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SECTION A

Candidates should select two of the following passages for comment.

Do not transiate.

i

Either:

Or:

Contextualize and comment on one of the following passages:

Qur’an, Surat Yusuf
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2. Contextualize and comment on one of the following passages:

Either:
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Qur’an, Surat al-Masad
Or:

~ 1T\t <20 ] z
uﬂjf‘%ﬁu&b“ 3 5 “ 7 AR
W;// A ‘-}:Wgu‘? }J_}C‘}s
2..,,-.‘“:':‘3-» . /{/{'“ Teg
/@% 22020 () <213 Gule S
"L s w Gl e

€3 M .. - LA

‘Jlé/ 2 it # %, |

Qur’an, Surat al-Falaq
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Either:

Or:

Contextualize and comment on one of the following passages:
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Qur’an, Surat al-Isra’
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Qur’an, Surat al-Isra’
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SECTION B

Candidates should attempt two of the following essay questions.
“‘Most Western scholars have assumed that the line of the narrative of
Surat Yusuf, which omits large sections of the biblical account,
presupposes a general knowledge of the story among those who first heard
it’ (Alan Jones). Discuss.
What are the principal features of the literary study of the Qur’an?

Give an account of the Qur’an’s ‘self-image’.

Does Mohammed Arkoun intend to reform or subvert Islam? Give reasons

for your answer.

“The oral presence of the Qur’an is a constant source of inspiration to
Muslims® (W.A. Graham). Discuss.

To what extent are the theories of Fazlur Rahman typical of contemporary

Muslim understandings of the Qur’an?

END OF PAPER



