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Section A: Choose three of the following seen passages for translation into English and
comment upon them as requested in each question. Each translation carries 15 marks

and each commentary 10 marks.

1. Translate this passage. Your comments should include (a) the identification of the
metre and the scansion of one of the bayts; and (b) a brief explanation on the key to the
understanding of the story given in the first verse of this passage.
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JALAL AL-DIN RUMI, Masnavi-ye Ma ‘navi, ed. Soroush (Tehran, 1375), pp. 6-7.
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2. Translate this passage. Your comments should include (a) the identification of the
metre and the scansion of one of the bayts; and (b) a discussion of ‘Attar’s use of poetical

imagery in this passage.
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FARID AL-DIN ‘ATTAR, Mantig al-Tayr, ed. Dr'R. Anzabi Nezjad (Tehran, 1384), pp,

74-5.
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3. Translate this passage. Your comments should include (a) the identification of the
metre and the scansion of one of the bayts; and (b) a brief discussion of the place and
importance of the Sistani cycle within the Shahnama.
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FERDUSI, Shahnama v. 2, ed. Dj. Khaleghi-Motlagh (Costa Mesa, 1990), pp. 125-6.
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4. Translate this passage. Your comments should include (a) the identification of the
metre and the scansion of one of the bayts; and (b) a brief comment on the use of imagery

by Gurgani in this passage.
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FAKHR AL-DIN AS’AD GURGANI, Vis o Ramin, ed. M. Tuduva and A. Govakhariya
(Tehran, 1369), p. 119.
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Section B:
Answer one question [25 marks].

4. Discuss the significance and positioning of the story of Shaykh San‘an in ‘Attar’s
Mantig al-Tayr.

5. Do you think that the title Masnavi-yi ma ‘navi (*Spiritual Verses’) adequately
describes Rumi’s great poem ? Discuss.

6. Compare the role played by the Hakim in the story of the King and the Slave Girl in
Rumi’s Masnavi and that of the hoopoe in ‘Attar’s Mantiq al-Tayr.

7. Discuss the presence of Shahnama episodes and characters in later Persian poetical
works.

8. Discuss and contrast the characters’ propensity towards action and inner dialogue in
the Shahnama and in Vis o Ramin.

9. Describe the poetical and rhetorical devices in the works of twentieth-century Persian
poets.

END OF PAPER




