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SECTION A

Answer two or three of the following questions: [25 marks each]

1. What were the main sources of political legitimacy that the competing
dynasties to rule Iran invoked, from the ninth to the thirteenth century?

2. How did the mediaeval jurists manage to take account of political realities
in formulating their theories of the Caliphate and the Sultanate?

3. What was the appeal of Isma‘“ili thought and what threat did the Isma‘ilis
pose to the political establishment? :

4, The Persians and Turks have been described as like oil and water, unable

to mix. Is this formulation helpful in understanding the history of Iran in
. the mediaeval period? -

5. Discuss the significance of the fall of Baghdad to the Mongols in 1258.

6.  Compare and contrast the Mamluk Sultanate with the Mongol Ilkhanate,
particularly with regard to the durability of the two regimes.

7. How true is it that Mamluk rule in Egypt and Syria was not dynastic?

8. To what extent were the historians of the mediaeval period writing

‘Mirrors for Princes’?



3 OS1/1s.9

SECTION B

Comment in detail on one or two (as the case may be) of the following passages,

which need not be translated. [25 marks each]
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AI-NUWAYRI, Nihayat al-arab fi funun al-adab, vol. 31, ed. A. al-*Arini, Cairo, 1992,

p. 394
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