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AET2 
Asian and Middle Eastern Studies Tripos, Part II 

Monday 1 June 2020, 09.00 to 14.00 

Paper J5 

Modern Japanese texts 2 

Answer all sections. 

Type your number not your name as well as the paper code (J5) on the first 
page of your submission.

The exam will begin as soon as you open the file containing the 
questions. Once begun you will have three hours to complete the exam. 

This is a three hour examination

SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS TO BE SUPPLIED FOR THIS EXAMINATION 
Student declaration form

SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS

Type your answers and upload them in a document, such as a Word document or PDF. 

Files should be saved as J5_[your number].

Upload a completed student declaration form as a separate file.
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Section A 
 
(1) Translate the following passage from an unseen text into English. [35 
marks] 
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Question 1 continues… 
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Question 1 continues… 
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Vocabulary (question 1) 

 

 

遂一 separately, one by one, respectively 

蕎麦 soba 

麻雀 Mah-jongg (game) 

変数 variable 

囚人 prisoner 

間隙 split, gap, crack, break 

さぞかし so, indeed 
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Section B 
 
(2) Read the unseen text carefully and answer the following questions 
in English in as much detail as you can (take content from the text 
only): [35 marks]  
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Question 2 continues… 
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Vocabulary (question 2) 
 
偏り bias, prejudice 

時代錯誤 anachronism 

構える to ready oneself (i.e. in a fight) 

罵倒する to verbally abuse, disparage, criticise 

喧嘩 けんか 
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Question 2 continues… 

 

1) What does the author often think when reading foreign media reports 
on Japanese culture? [6	marks of 35]	 
 

2) What does the author accuse the mass media of doing? [5	marks of 
35] 
 

3) In the author’s view, what are the problems with TV debates among 
foreigners? For what kind of viewer might these programmes have 
some value? [6	marks of 35] 

 
4) What does the author claim that Japanese people do before asking 

someone’s opinion? [5	marks of 35] 
 

5) What kind of pressure does the author face before appearing on 
Japanese TV programmes? How does she perceive her role? [6	
marks of 35] 

 
6) The author claims that Japanese viewers divide foreigners into 

shinnichi and hannichi. How would you translate these terms? How 
does the author define the meaning of shinnichi to Japanese people? 
[7	marks of 35] 
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Section C 
 
(3) Translate ONE of the two following passages from seen texts into 
English. [30 marks] 
 
Passage A 
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Question 3 passage A continues… 
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Passage B 
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Question 3 Passage B continues... 
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Section 3 Passage B continues... 
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