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Jews have been always part of the Egyptian society, and have always played a prominent role in Egyptian 
Cinema and TV since their early beginnings. Despite the fact that Jews represent a small minority in 
Egypt with their numbers dropping over the years as a result of the evolution of political events in the 
Middle East during the past century (Jewish population of Egypt was estimated at less than 20 in 2017), 
interestingly, Jews have been always present on the Egyptian screen. This research will trace the 
evolution of the image of Jews in Egyptian Cinema and TV, examine the transformation of their 
representation from being an ethnic group with linguistic differences for the sake of comic catharsis to a 
group of spies and members of Israeli army with the establishment of Israel as a state, study the effect 
of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict on the image of Jews, and discuss the impact of the Arab Spring on the 
Image of Jews in Egyptian Media during the past decade. At the heart of this research is a discussion of 
the strong impact of the Egyptian Cinema and TV on the Egyptian public opinion towards Jews, and how 
it shifted over the years towards more objectivity and less stereotyping. 
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