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Intermediate Literary Arabic

Candidates should answer Section A, Section B and one question from
Section C. All questions carry equal marks.

Write your number not your name on the cover sheet of each answer
booklet.

STATIONERY REQUIREMENTS
20 page answer booklet
Rough Work Pad

SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS TO BE SUPPLIED FOR THIS EXAMINATION
None

You may not start to read the questions printed on the subsequent

pages of this question paper until instructed to do so.
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SECTION A

Translate the following seen passage into English.
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Mahmad Tahir Lashin, ‘Hadfith al-garya’ in A Reader of Modern Arabic Short

Stories, ed. Sabry Hafez and Catherine Cobham (London: Saqi Books, 1988),
p. 136.
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SECTION B

Translate the following unseen passage into English.
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Baha’ Tahir, Qalat Duha (Cairo: Dar al-Hilal, 1985), p. 45.
Seal of the eagle: il &la Stairs: A2 Thinness: Js Shaved: Gis

(TURN OVER)
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SECTION C

Answer one of the following three essay questions.

1. In Mawsim al-hijra ila al-shamal, relationships between men and
women are fraught, and on several occasions violent. Discuss
these relationships within the context of the novel’s broader
themes and concerns, drawing on the author’s wider writing if you
wish.

2. To what extent are themes of power and agency central to the
intertextual use of The Thousand and One Nights (Alf Layla wa-
layla) in modern Arabic literature?

3. Discuss the significance of natural imagery in at least two of the

Arabic poems you have studied. Assess how society and the role
of the poet are addressed through this imagery.

END OF PAPER

Page 4 of 4

AET1/MES14/Intermediate Literary Arabic/4/vl



