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SECTION A

Translate the following seen passage into English
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IBN JUBAYR, Rilhla in A Reader of Classical Arabic Literature, ed. by S. A.
Bonebakker and Michael Fishbein (Cafoscarina, 1995), pp. 152-53.



3 AET1/MES.14

SECTION B

‘Translate the following unseen passage into English
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LAYLA BA‘LABAKKI, ‘Li-madha I3 taqa‘ al-harb’ in Safinat hanan ild l-gamar.
Qisas gasira (Bayriit, 1964), pp. 120-21,
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(TURN OVER)
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SECTION C

Answer one of the following essay questions

1 Compare narrative techniques in Ibn Jubayr’s Rihla and volume 1 of Taha
Husayn’s al-Ayyam. Are these techniques typical of how literary Arabic

developed? Give reasons for your answer.

2 Based on the secondary scholarship you have read, account for the changing styles
and purposes of literary Arabic. You must discuss at least one of the authors

listed below in support of your argument:

a Ibn al-Qiftt
b al-Tandkht
¢ Abi I-Faraj al-Tsfahan?

3 The Qur’an has been described as a ‘cultural yardstick’, a paradigmatic text which
has influenced Arabic literary writing. Discuss this view of the Qur’an’s literary

resonance.

END OF PAPER



