B UNIVERSITY OF
CAMBRIDGE
ASIAN AND MIDDLE EASTERN STUDIES TRIPOS PART 1B

Middle Eastern Studies

Friday 10 June 2011 09.00-12.00

MES.14 LITERARY ARABIC

Candidates should answer three questions, Section A, Section
B and one question from Section C.
All questions carry equal marks.

Answer three questions, one from each section.

Write your number not your name on the cover sheet of each
section booklet that you use.
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SECTION A

Candidates should translate the following seen passage into English.
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Al-Tawhidi, Al-Faraj ba'd al-Shidda from Bonebakker & Fishbein, Reader of Classical Arabic, pp. 80-81.
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SECTION B

Candidates should translate the following unseen passage into English.
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Yusuf Idris, Shughlana, from Arkhas Layali, Beirut , pp. 158-159.

2x: honour, glory #,#: to be filled with annoyance 4lsiul: resignation
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SECTION C

Candidates should attempt one of the following essay questions.

1. To what extent is Taha Husayn’s 4/-Ayyam an autobiography or a history of

Egypt in the early twentieth century? Account for the role of memory in the text.

2. What are the principal narrative characteristics of Ibn Jubayr’s Risla? Why does

Ibn Jubayr structure his work like this?

3. Describe how the story of Yusuf is narrated in the Qur’an. Why is it described in

the Qur’an as ‘the best of stories’?

END OF PAPER



	MES 14 Front Page
	MES 14
	MES 14 Front Page
	MES.14.x.11rev.




