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Candidates should answer three questions: Section A, Section B and one
from Section C.
All questions carry equal marks.

Answer three questions; at least one from each Section.
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SECTION A

Candidates should translate the following seen passage and provide a commentary as
instructed.

Translate into English. Comment in terms of a) the immediate context; b) the context of the
work as a whole; c) the wider intellectual context.
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N. QABBANI, Hawamish ‘ala Daftar al-Naksa (Beirut, 1983), pp. 5-7.




SECTION B

Candidates should translate the following unseen passage into English:
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M. NU*AYMA, A4/-Tuma 'nina (Beirut, 1965), p. 43.
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SECTION C

Candidates should attempt one of the following essay questions:

5. ‘When there is no poetry in a period of history, there is no true human dimension’
(Adonis, An Introduction to Arab Poetics, p. 97). Discuss, with particular reference to
Ibn Qutayba’s description of poetry in ‘Uyun al-Akhbar.

6. How has inter-cultural encounter inspired modern Arab writers to adopt, adapt and
even abandon literary forms?

7. The neoclassical gasida ‘represents a literary-historical reponse to colonialism’.
Discuss, with reference to texts you have read in class.

END OF PAPER




