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Answer two questions from Section A and two questions from Section B. All
questions carry equal marks.

Write your number not your name on the cover sheet of each answer booklet.
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20 page answer booklet
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None

You may not start to read the questions printed on the subsequent
pages of this question paper until instructed to do so.

Page 1 of 6

AET1/MES15/Intermediate Literary Persian/1/v2



SECTION A

Choose two of the following seen passages for translation into English and
comment

1 (a) Translate the following passage (10 marks) and (b) transcribe and scan lines
111 and 119, and comment briefly on the role of Tahmina in the story (15 marks).
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Firdausi, Shahnama, ed. Djalal Khaleghi-Motlagh (New York, 1990), vol. Il, pp. 126-

127.
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2 (a) Translate the following three passages from Sa’di’'s Golestan (10 marks) and
(b) comment on their meaning and on how they fit within the work (15 marks).
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Sa'di’'s Golestan, Nurollah Iranparast (ed.), Danesh, Tehran 2535 (shahanshahi)
(2nd ed.) pp. 210-212.

(TURN OVER)

! Oh son! On the day of Resurrection, you will be asked what you have gained and not from whom you are
descended.
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3 (a) Translate the following extract from Kashefi's Anvar-e Sohayli (10 marks) and
(b) comment on whether the detailed descriptions of setting and action are important
for the understanding of the story (15 marks).
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Kashefi, Anvar-e Sohayli ya Kalila o Demne’ye Kashefi, Amir Kabir, Tehran 1362

(3rd ed.), pp. 110-111.
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4 (a) Translate this passage from Nezami, Sharaf Nama, the Dispute of the painters
of Rum and Chin (10 marks), (b) transcribe and scan any one of the beyts and

comment on the philosophical theory the story illustrates (15 marks).
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Nezami, Sharaf Nama, Vahid Dastgerdi (ed.), Tehran, 1372, pp. 1105-1106.

(TURN OVER)
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SECTION B

Answer two questions [25 marks each]

1. Either “How strange the world’s ways are! All beasts will recognize their young
— the fish in the sea, the wild asses in the plain..” What stops Rustam recognizing
Suhrab?

Or, How does Firdausi set the scene for the tragedy of Rustam and Suhrab in
his early depiction of their characters and motives?

2. Comment on the similarities and differences between birds as characters within
the Kalila-Demna stories and ‘Attar’'s Manteq al-Tayr

3. Does Rumi’s first story of “the king and his beloved” refer (stylistically or
content-wise) to the introductory “Song of the Reed”?

4. What literary structure does Sa’di use in the Golestan and to what effect?

END OF PAPER
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