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questions carry equal marks.

Write your number not your name on the cover sheet of each answer booklet.

STATIONERY REQUIREMENTS
20 page answer booklet
Rough Work Pad

SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS TO BE SUPPLIED FOR THIS EXAMINATION
None

You may not start to read the questions printed on the subsequent
pages of this question paper until instructed to do so.

Page 1 of 6

AET1/MES15/Intermediate Literary Persian/1/v1



SECTION A

Choose two of the following seen passages for translation into English and
comment

1 Translate the following passage into English [10 marks] with explanatory
comments as necessary, and write out verses 791 and 794 with full vocalisation,
including ezafés, and marking the scansion of the lines [15 marks].
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Firdausi, Shahnama, ed. Dj. Khaleghi-Motlagh (New York, 1990), vol. Il, p. 180.
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2 Translate this seen passage of classical Persian poetry into English, identify the
metre and give the scansion of one of the bayts [10 marks]. Discuss poetical ways in
which ‘Attar shows the power that the Christian girl had over her lovers, including

Shaykh San‘an. [15 marks]
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[ ‘Attar, Mantiq al-tayr, ed. Seyyed Sadiq Gauharin, (Tehran 1348).
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3 Translate this seen passage of classical Persian poetry into English, identify the
metre and give the scansion of one of the bayts [10 marks]. Discuss ways in which
Rumi conveys the wisdom of the physician in the passage. [15 marks]
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Rumi, Masnavi, Bk. 1, ed. Abd al-Karim Soroush, (Tehran, 1348).
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4 Translate the following passage into English [10 marks] and comment on the
moral of the story, with particular reference to the appositeness of the verses [15 marks].
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Sa'di, Gulistan, ed. M. ‘A. Foroughi (Tehran, 1984), p. 50.
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SECTION B

Answer two questions [25 marks each]

1. Why does Rustam fail to recognise his son Suhrab on the battlefield?

2. What can we learn of Sa‘di’s life and times from the stories in the Gulistan,
whether fictional or not?

3. In Mantiq al-Tayr, the hoopoe tells the birds:

If you are told, ‘Renounce our Faith’, obey!

The self and faith must both be tossed away;

Blasphemers call such action blasphemy —

Tell them that love exceeds mere piety.
(trans. Darbandi and Davis)

How effectively does ‘Attar’s story of Shaykh San‘an convey this message?

4. Discuss the way in which Rumi uses a wide range of stories to serve his
purpose in writing his ‘Spiritual Verses’ (Masnavr).

5. Compare the roles of the Christian girl in ‘Attar’s story of Shaykh San‘an and
the slave girl in the first story of Rumi’s Masnavi.

END OF PAPER
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