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3 Translate this passage. Comment (a) on the elements of the language that are
now archaic, especially in the verbal forms; and (b) on the significant points in this
narrative for the legendary history of Iran.

sl
O aad s b gl on S s ol ) 0nKle 5 sk P UL e 2 e 4y
S5l S ana g8 2 ol ol g SEW5 4 1) SI
3N g pay oae) 5105 Pl s ol s olal) 8 e Qb 5 0l s
°J‘='.'.9dl‘-?‘!é‘_rps_'x‘).}”;fuj;"'isb}l.’3|3|Jp'l‘“f'T’}‘L'I?°J-JU‘JJ
STRO 5 PSS PP 1 FY A IR PR LS ol 5 alay 5 Ll
Ve plaly ozl dan
o il les 5L s b oy gl Jzega |y sl oad s
v oy e oy 555 o &1 Azt ALEol 4 e 4 5 50 (a3
2l sh Lol e oy o sy s s 1S 5ol A Sy
5 2iSG 1 5l o S 51 ely 93 ey 2SO L ST ol sl -
0 alsal gl ) (S il a4 rals a5 W S el g0 w0l
o538 51 (alaaly 5 kis e 53 2 5 Wl JL @il gLl s 4y 5 055 pon
sl ade 75 ol o155 518 Shal sl (SU2 4 Az ol
P VP R KN ) W P O OR L P N Y S P
3385300 5 39 Sy a3 0l 23K GRS [200] By 3 S
Vo gm0 bl oo p 6 s 5 3 a3 S (Lol Jlo Jez 5 0 0,8z
23,5 Sl s
S 5 S g e G atSS | SRR Sa S 28
ool 3l gl oS 4wt 1) oS ol 0155 516 ke Ko L 1855

BAL*AMI, Tarjuma-ye Tarikh-e Tabari, ed. M. Raushan (Tehran, 1999), p. 107.
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2 Translate this passage. Your comments should include (a) the identification of

the metre and the scansion of one of the bayts; and (b) a brief discussion of how
Gurgani uses imagery to create an atmosphere of impending doom and catastrophe.
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GURGANI, Vis 0 Ramin, ed. M. Todua and A. Gwakharia (Tehran, 1970), pp. 51-2, II.
0-28.
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SECTION A Choose two of the following seen passages for translation into
English and comment upon them as requested in each question. Each translation
carries 15 marks and each commentary 10 marks.

I Translate this passage. Comment on Hedayat’s reference to Western literature.
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SADEQ HEDAYAT, Buf-e Kur, Ketabha-ye Parastu (s.]. 1348), pp. 16-17.
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the metaphors Rumi employs to convey it.
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Translate this passage. Comment on the mystical message that it conveys and
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RUMI, Masnavi-ye ma ‘navi, ed. RA. Nicholson, B. Foruzanfar (Tehran, 2000), p. 115.
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SECTION B Answer two questions [25 marks each]

5 How important is the didactic element in medieval Persian literature? Illustrate

your answer with examples from at least three different authors and different literary
genres,

6 “There is no discernible progression or logical relationship between the tales
within a chapter of the Golestan.” Discuss this statement, using the first hekayats of the
Chapter on the Ways of Shahs and Viziers.

7 Describe, with particular reference to E. FitzGerald’s Rubaiyat of Omar
Khayyam, how translation may be both beneficial and detrimental to the understanding
of the original work of a poet.

8 How successfully does Firdausi answer the question he poses at the start of the
story of Rustam and Suhrab?

] Compare ‘Attar’s and Rumi’s treatment of mystical love, with reference to the
stories you have read.

10 What are the main arguments advanced by Nizami ‘Aruzi for the importance of
poetry and to what extent are his criteria met by the poets you have read?

END OF PAPER




