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1 Discuss the view of poets and poetry expressed in the Qur'an.

2 “The biblical stories in the Qur'an are a reflection of early Islamic
society during the life of Muhammad.” Discuss this statement with reference
to Sdrat Nah.

3 With reference to the pre-Islamic poems you have read describe
Arabia on the eve of Islam.

4 Abd Nuwas composed a "rich and abundant corpus of poetry
celebrating wine despite the Qur’an's ban on its consumption” (Kennedy).
Discuss.

5 Why would Ibn Fadlan want to journey from the splendour of Baghdad
to a yurt among the Bulgars in the early 4th/10th century?

6 How useful is Ibn al-Sa’1's Nisa’ al-khulafa’ as a source for the lives of
women in early Abbasid society?

7 Did Muslims, Jews, and Christians create a culture of tolerance in al-
Andalus, as claimed by Menocal?

8 Discuss the interrelation of Adab and encyclopaedism in the works of
al-Jahiz that you have read.

END OF PAPER
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