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AETI1/MES.17

1 Discuss the Near Eastern background to the rise of Islam, paying
particular attention to the pre-Islamic religious communities, and their
relationships, if any, to the existing states and empires.

2 In what ways did the amsar help consolidate Muslim conquest in the
Middle East and North Africa?

3 Discuss the development of the classical theory of Islamic law, and al-
ShafiTs contribution to it, paying particular attention to the role of hadrth.

4 How did the translation movement impact upon cultural life in the
‘Abbasid era?

5 Discuss the relations between Muslims and non-Muslims, especially
Christians and Jews, in the first three centuries of Islam.

6 Either: What were the main characteristics of the Samanid period and
what is its significance in Persian history?

Or: To what extent did the Umayyads of Cordoba attempt to be caliphs
according to an eastern model?
7 Examine the period sometimes described as 'the Shi'T century’ with
respect to either the Fatimids or the Buyids, or comparing the two. To what
extent were the aspirations of political Shi‘ism met by these dynasties?

8 Either: To what extent can the so-called ‘Sunni revival’ be credited to
the Saljug regime?

Or: In what ways were the objectives and legitimising tactics of the
Saljugs and the Almoravids comparable?
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