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Topics in Hebrew studies

Answer two questions from Section A and two questions from Section
B. All questions carry equal marks.

Write your number not your name on the cover sheet of each answer
booklet.
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20 page answer booklet
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None

You may not start to read the questions printed on the subsequent
pages of this question paper until instructed to do so.
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SECTION A The History of the Hebrew Language

1 Discuss diachronic linguistic development as seen in the Masoretic
Text of the Hebrew Bible, including such aspects as problems, methodology,
and ramifications for periodization. Provide examples.

2 Discuss the nature of Qumran Hebrew in relation both to the various
strata of Biblical Hebrew (as seen in the Masoretic Text) and to Hebrew as
preserved in other Second Temple corpora. Provide examples.

3 Before the advent of Modern Hebrew, literary creativity in Hebrew
tended to attempt to negotiate a space between two fundamental linguistic
pillars (i.e., base-corpora). What were these two pillars? Discuss some
aspects of the relationship between the two - e.g., historical, textual,
religious/sociological, etc.

4 Discuss some of the factors attendant upon the revival of Hebrew in
Palestine in the 20™ century, making sure to treat some of the relevant
sociological aspects.
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SECTION B Modern Hebrew Culture

1 Translate the following seen poem into English and comment as

indicated below
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Nurit Zarchi, “She is Joseph”, Ishah Yaldah Ishah (Tel Aviv: Sifriyat Po‘alim,

1983), 50-51

Q: Describe the dialogue between Zarchi’'s poem, the Bible and the Midrash.
How does Joseph’s gender identity influence the interpretation of his life
stories according to both Zarchi and the Midrashim we learned in class

(Potiphar’'s wife, the market, etc.)?
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2 Translate the following seen passage into English and comment as
indicated below.

AN DT 2N M 17 KLY TR TAR 2NN R¥N ,N'079 YXNKA 17010 DY 0ID9'NY
"2TN NYR NI (IYAY 20 NK....0170 DN K7 07 K ,Y7 WA NIREYT 'Wa KIR DY
¥ 17'R .'MN 197 'wwanni DA 'Y POYNIR Y7 ,1IW1N97 N97 AWK KT INNIRYT
DT "2'T 'Wa' MR NHX D0LLIRNE NN 2V TRR TN (W97 nxd X7 LW 1'min

LNTRD N YR DPYIX 'R MT 217 72 .80

(Genesis Rabbah 22, 10)

Q: Compare the interpretation that the two parables in the passage give to the
biblical narrative of Cain and Abel to the interpretation offered by Yehiel Mar
in his poem “And Cain Said.” Reconstruct the question each text answers
according to Gadamer, and discuss how a “fusion of horizons” can be
detected in the midrash and in the modern poem, if at all.
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3 Translate lines 1-5, 11-12, 13-15, 19-20, 26-31 from the following seen
poem into English and comment as indicated below.
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T. Carmi, “Ma’asei Avot” (T. Carmi, Shirim, Tel-Aviv: Dvir, 1994), 153

Q: How does this poem reflect Kierkegaard’s view of the problem of the return
from the religious to the ethical? Compare the process Abraham undergoes
according to Carmi to the one described by Kierkegaard.

(TURN OVER)
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4 Translate the following seen passage into English and comment as
indicated below
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(Genesis Rabbah 17, 21)

Q: Try to explain what the pairs of Rabbis argue about, and argue for or

against the reading of the whole passage in Genesis Rabbah (including the
parts not quoted here) in terms of Bakhtin’s theory of the carnival.

END OF PAPER
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