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SECTION A

Translate the following seen passage into English.
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Abd Shama, al-Dhayl ‘ala al-Rawdatayn (ed. Kawthari, Cairo, 1947), p. 38.
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SECTION B

Translate the following unseen passage into English.
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Muhammad Husayn Haykal, ‘al-Shaykh Hasan’, in Thawrat al-adab (Cairo: Dar al-
Ma'‘arif, 2001), pp. 200-201.
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(TURN OVER)
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SECTION C
Answer one of the following three essay questions.

1. Nonhuman animals are often used to convey feelings of powerlessness in Arabic
literature, but to what extent do they also embody empowerment, critique and
rebellion? Discuss in relation to at least two of the works you have studied.

2. Many critics read the Arabic novel as haunted by ‘a perceived rupture with
“tradition”, and the consequent problematic of an “authentic” Arab identity’ (Wen-chin
Ouyang, 2012, p. 2). How do three of the works you have studied articulate notions
of tradition, identity and authenticity in the context of the modern Arab world?

3. “Every educational system is a political means of maintaining or of modifying the
appropriation of discourse, with the knowledge and the powers it carries with it.”
(Michel Foucault, The Archaeology of Knowledge and the Discourse on Language,
p. 227). Drawing on at least one of Berkey, Reynolds, Zeghal and Alatas, consider
the role of knowledge and power in the texts on education by Ibn Khaldtin, AbG
Shama, and Taha Husayn. Do they function as literary texts, historical documents, or
some other kind of discourse(s)?

END OF PAPER
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