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AET2 
Asian and Middle Eastern Studies Tripos, Part II 

 
Wednesday 03 June 2015  9 to 12.00 pm 
 
 
Paper MES38 
 
History of the modern Middle East: language, national identity, and 
conflict 
 
Answer three questions. All questions carry equal marks. 
 
Answer each question in a separate answer booklet. 
 
Write your number not your name on the cover sheet of each answer 
booklet.  
 
 
 
STATIONERY REQUIREMENTS 
8 page answer booklet x 3 
Rough Work Pad 
 
 
 
SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS TO BE SUPPLIED FOR THIS EXAMINATION 
None 
 
 
You may not start to read the questions printed on the subsequent 
pages of this question paper until instructed to do so. 
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Answer three of the following ten questions 
 
1. Standardisation and language ideology go hand in hand. How does this 

apply to Arabic grammar making in the first four centuries of Islam? 
 

2. To what extent can the thesis of the inimitability of the Qur’an be said to 
revolve around issues of Arab identity? Explain with reference to the role 
of language in this domain. 
 

3. Turkification played a significant role in developing a proto-nationalist 
discourse in the Levant in the 19th and early 20th centuries. Discuss with 
reference to Arabic. 

 
4. Language is the mainstay of pan-Arab nationalism in the twentieth century. 

Discuss by reference to two proponents of this position in the twentieth 
century.  
 

5. Discuss the role of Arabic in territorial/civic nationalism by reference to 
either Egypt OR Lebanon. 
 

6. EITHER (a) Autobiography provides rich data for studying the language-
self link in the Arab context. Discuss by reference to two authors you have 
studied in your course. 
 
OR (b) Paratexts provide rich data for studying language ideology in the 
Arab context. Discuss. 
 

7. EITHER (a) Conflict is an endemic feature of the modern Middle East. 
How is this refracted through the language situation in Jordan OR Israel 
and Palestine? 
 
Or (b) Arabic personal names index identity and conflict in the Middle East. 
Discuss. 
 

8.  What does hybrid literature tell us about identity and conflict in the Middle 
East? 
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9. What information can we glean from death announcements/obituaries 
about language and society in Egypt? Base your answer on the Al-Ahram 
obituary page you have studies on your course 

 
10. Discuss the following passage by reference to the range of the 

themes/topics you have studied in your course: 
 

صارر االلسانُن االعرربي یيعاني االتعجیيمَم وواالابتذذاالَل وواالتعقیيدَد بعدد أأنن كانن لساناً یيبُززُّ أألسنةَ 
–االأعاجمِم وویُيتباھھھهى بقددررااتھِه في االتبلیيغِ وواالتبیيیينِن. وومعاناتُھه ھھھهذذهه سببُھها  –أأوّولاً   أأھھھهلھُُه  

ضُض لھه منن  االذذیينن ما فتِئوواا یيدّدعوونَن أأنّھُه لِسانُھهمم االقووميّ منن ددوونن أأنن یيبالوواا بما یيتعررَّ
ثیينَن. ووسببھها  –إإفسادٍد منن قِبَلِل االذذیينن یينطِطقوونَن باسمھهمم منن ززعماءَ وومتحددِّ –ثانیيا    

تفشّي االأمیّية بیينن معظظمم االشعووبِب االعرربیية االتي تكتفي بررططانتھها االعامیية٬، ووكذذاا 
–تططاوُولُل االجھهلِل بإمكاناتھه بیينن جللِّ االمثقفیينن االعرربب. وویيعاني  –ثالثا   ھه مستھهددفٌف لأن 

منن قبلِل أألسنةٍ قوویيةٍ باعتززاازز أأصحابِھها٬، نافذذةٍة بحُسْنِن ررعایيتھِهمم لھها٬، سائررةٍة بتفانیيھهمم 
في تعلیيمھها ووتططوویيررھھھها وونشرِرھھھها عَبْرَر االعالمم.  

 
رُر منن اانتقاضض "االلسانن االعرربي" ووتووااتررتت أأعمالُل  لقدد كَثُررتت االصیيحاتُت االتي تحذذَّ

حیينن حتى كُتبتت االمجلددااتُت في ملاحقةِ  عَثررااتِت االألسنِن ووتصوویيبِب ززلاتِّت االمصحِّ
االأقلامم. لكِّنن آآذذاانَن االمسئوولیينِن عنن حِفْظِظ "االلسانن االعرربي" وواالمنتفعیينَن منن االتظظاھُھھهرِر 
ً ووإإبعاددااً في تغشِّیيھها ووررااءَ أأعذذاارٍر أأقبحَ منن  بخددمتھه ووااستعمالھِه لا تززدداادُد إإلاّ صمما

ھھھهفووااتِت االجھهلةِ وومھهاتررااتِت االسفھهاء.  
 

)ققلسانن االعرربب االقلِ اانتقاضض االلسانن االعرربي:  ملحمة(عبدد االجلیيلل االعكوورر:   
 

 
 
 

END OF PAPER 


