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Answer three questions. All questions carry equal marks.
Answer each question in a separate answer booklet.
Write your number not your name on the cover sheet of each answer

booklet.
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You may not start to read the questions printed on the subsequent
pages of this question paper until instructed to do so.
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Answer three of the following questions:

1) “In resisting European hegemony, Islamic reformists had to act within the
terms of hegemonic European discourses” (Schielke, adapted). Discuss the
extent to which this is true of Muhammad Abduh’s and Rashid Rida’s writings
about religion and society.

2) Either (i) Compare and contrast the significance of the “pious forebears” in
the thought of Rashid Rida and Sayyid Quitb.

Or (ii) Comment on the text below, with particular reference to significant
themes and use of language:
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Abduh-Rida, Tafsir al-Manar, Al-Hay’a al-Misriyya al-‘Amma Ii'l-Kuttab,
Cairo, 1990, p.6.
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3) Either (i) Discuss the construction of textual authority in Sayyid Qutb’s
Islamist writing. How, and against whom, does he claim the right to speak in
the name of Islam?

Or (ii) Comment on the text below, with particular reference to significant
themes and use of language:
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Sayyid Qutb, Tafsir f zilal al-quran, Dar al-Shurtq, Cairo, 1985, p.12.

4) Does the Islamist notion of the “sovereignty of God” end the possibility of
political debate? If so, why? And if not, why not?

5) Compare and contrast the significance of Sufism for at least two of the
following thinkers: (i) Rashid Rida, (ii) Sayyid Qutb, (iii) Mohamed Talbi.

(TURN OVER)
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6) Either (i) Outline Muhammad Talbi’s theory of religious pluralism and critically
evaluate its strengths and weaknesses.

Or (ii) Comment on the text below, with particular reference to significant
themes and use of language:
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Mohamed Talbi, ‘lyal Allah, Markaz Dirasat al-Din, Baghdad, 1998, pp.
262-263.

7) Describe and historically contextualise the different meanings of ijtihad that
you have encountered in the course.

8) Describe and compare the senses in which the Quran is a “living revelation”
for (i) Sayyid Qutb and (ii) Mohamed Talbi.

END OF PAPER
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