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AET2 
Asian and Middle Eastern Studies Tripos, Part II 

 
 

This is a three hour examination 
 

 
 

 

Paper MES42 

Elementary Sanskrit 

Answer all questions. Each question carries 25% of the available marks. 
In questions 1, 2, and 3 Part A carries 20% and Part B carries 5%. 
Write your number not your name as well as the paper code (MES42) on each 
page of your submission. 

SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS TO BE SUPPLIED FOR THIS EXAMINATION 
Student declaration form 

SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS 
Type your answers and upload them in a document, such as a Word document 
or PDF. 

Files should be saved as MES42_[your number]. 
Upload a completed student declaration form as a separate file. 

The exam will begin as soon as you open the file containing the 
questions. Once begun you will have three hours to complete the exam.
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1 (a) Translate into English: 
 
 

 
 

Bhagavadgītā, ch. 3, vv. 4-9 
 
(b) Comment grammatically on the forms akarmakṛt, kāryate, vimūḍhātmā, and 
jyāyo occurring in the above passage. 
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2 (a) Translate into English: 

Mahābhārata, 2.66, vv. 2-7 

(b) Comment grammatically on the forms dhīmatā, abravīt, nāśayati, and 
mahārathāḥ occurring in the above passage. 
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3 (a) Translate into English: 
 
 
The lion, the old hare, and the well 
 

 

 

 
 

Hitopadeśa, excerpt from sections 8-9 in Lanman edition 
 
 
(b) Comment grammatically on the forms vidadhāna, vijñaptaḥ, pratyaham, and 
jīvitāśayā occurring in the above passage. 
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4 Translate into English: 
 
The story of Kālidāsa 
 

 
 
 
 
Glossary for the unseen passage 
purā = once upon a time re = hey (exclamation) 
Kālidāsa = name of a poet  mūrkha = fool 
taruṇa = young Kālī = name of a goddess 
sarūpa = handsome prasanna = pleased 
vivaha = wedding  prayam = to give  
ghuṣ = to announce prasāda = grace  
sukhamaya = happy  
anantaram = after   

 
 
 

 
 

END OF PAPER 
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