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1 Either Why are there both positive and negative evaluations of the
monarchy in the Old Testament/Hebrew Bible?

Or What were the main concerns of the writers of the ‘historical books’ of
the Old Testament/Hebrew Bible?

2 Discuss the Sassanian imperial policies towards state religions and
religious minorities within the empire.

3 What are the main reasons given by scholars for the success of the
Arabs in forming a huge empire under the banner of Islam?

4 How important was the legacy of the Persian empire in shaping the
political culture of the ‘Abbasid caliphate?

5 ‘Contrary to common belief, the Middle East is the centre of the medieval

Jewish world.’ Discuss.

6 Why were Middle Easterners so unprepared for the Crusader onslaught
in the late eleventh century and when did they begin to fight back effectively?

& How were the Safavids able to establish such a durable empire in Iran?

8 What factors contributed to the successful emergence of the Ottoman

state in the fourteenth century?
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