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Describe the sociolinguistic situation known as diglossia in relation to Arabic.

What do you understand by the phrase ‘encounter with Europe’ when it is
applied to the Middle East in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries?

Do you regard Eleazar Ben Yehudah as the reviver of the Hebrew language?
Account for the creation of the Republic of Turkey in 1923.

Would you describe the use of Dari Persian in Afghanistan as relevant to
culture or to politics? Discuss.

In what ways can ethnographic research be particularly useful for
understanding socio-cultural values in the Middle East? Discuss in relation to
one or more of the following:

(a) gender

(b) religion

(c) modernity.

What factors led to the Iranian revolution of 1978-79 becoming a religiously
inspired movement resulting in the establishment of a theocracy?

Describe in general terms the distribution and classification of the vernacular
Semitic languages of the Middle East.
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