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1 Either (a) Give a general survey of the languages that are currently spoken in
the Middle East.

Or (h) Describe in broad terms the differences between literary standard
languages and vernacular dialects, with reference to one or more of the Semitic
languages of the modern Middle East.

2 How has Orientalism, and reactions to it, affected the way in which the Middle
East is studied, represented and understood?

3 Either (a) Explain how the ways in which “engagement with the question of
how to be modern” affected “understandings and expressions of women’s piety” among
the Shi'i Muslim community in al-Dahiyya. (L. Deeb, An Enchanted Modern, 2006,

p.B)

Or (b) How did the Middle East change in the 19™ century as a result of the
encounter with Europe?

4 What do you consider to be the main contributing factors in the 1978 Iranian
Revolution?

5 To what extent were Mahmud II’s reforms driven by military requirements?
6 Give a critical analysis of the concept of diglossia. In your answer, provide a

definition of this concept, discuss its characteristics and consider critically the degree to
which it applies in the Arabic language situation.

7 Discuss negation of the Diaspora in Jewish national thought in the first half of
the 20™ century, using Hebrew texts as examples.

8 Discuss the revision of Zionist ideology in the 1950s and 1960s, using Hebrew
texts as examples.

END OF PAPER




