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THROEANBW:, HZ2#E-> T, RBEEOBEROBNTHDEIAZRIILL
SDTH B,

ROBIBBEORENCH o, /— MTFEEMNTBHNIC. BEORENEIR
Yo THEENED, LI ELE. BERELORBHERETH /.
EZAVRBEROENAZBZNOTH D, FEBTH S TREPRAEIL A,
FEOHENESIRN. HEML &, MERFERIBROESI L AITNULT
BENBSIENEH Tz,
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A, BEBFICRBEESS, —B0ANARENWNEORITEHE N, KER

SLAKME>TRERETALTEONS. AREBDH--HRATOHFL AL
Z5INe, BIoBOHLE/ — b2 EENOBARRIEREZ2Z L b HkRITh
W, 2D/ —bOEZBRSZERD EXDRTEETH B,

FRIBEIELTLE - 2. §5 ERBERIIOMEE > T, MICHAZHDOFIORM
EEHOFNHD - THEMIHEHI N, BHOTOLIAXTHMSE, B
DHENEENT, WFEZI LAIHATEDOAZBED TEOND, DEDMBEHERE
IHRP27=DTH 5.

ZO—NBHZEERAOSENSHEZSBENICRAENC, HNKAEHR-
T EOBADIBIZ, WS EEBRLHBDLOHRAIEIRS TER,

HiRRE MEEebl &M E]
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1 I

This term refers to the ‘old system’ of education, which operated from 1894 to 1948,
where a student attended H128 (Middle School) for 4 years and then F&FF4#
(High School) for 3 years. After the end of the Pacific War, Japanese education was
remodeled along American lines. Now compulsory education (Z¥##{ ) consists of:
/NEHE Primary School (6 yrs) and H*##% Middle School (3 yrs), followed in normal
cases by #2238 High School (3 yrs). In addition the child may go to a §j#H
Kindergarten (1 or 2 yrs) and after High School will probably go on to X%
University (4 yrs). There is also a large number of so-called junior colleges EHi A

where the courses are less academic and only last 2 years.

2 THoeNERDS

What is the difference between TH o 2 &S and TH - 7zh &8 5. The addition
of / here adds to the degree of uncertainty: ‘I think it might have been’ rather than
‘I think it was’. Look at the following. In the first sentence you are fairly sure of your
facts:

B ICEN 2RV OI 1192 1222 &85,
I think it was in 1192 that Minamoto no Yoritomo set up the Bakufu in

Kamakura.

In the next sentence you are less sure and so must hedge your bets by adding 7».

RSB CHFEHEN D i okbD T2 7 EB S,
I think it may have been near the end of the twelfth century that the Genji set
up the Bakufu in Kamakura.

The root function of %, of course, is to mark a query of some sort. This can have a
number of different nuances. In the text it marks increasing uncertainty, but in the

following sentence it marks an indirect question:

FEHEHFEIRBZONEFSOTVNEZDORTIDPNfTOoTLESZED
BN 5 IEFIRNBIR,
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In the following example it marks a suggestion:

AR EOTRAINEESEAFMBEDHLEOTOLEDZE
IcL7,

Uncertainty:

LTHEMITWEOT, BEICHEORUBEANEE S5 BR%
Fof.

Rhetorical question:

HENRT L o178, HORILVWEENDI RSNV ONERSTES
%k?ﬁﬁ‘ﬂj'ciﬁ’.o

Doubt:

MEE L TVWSDOIRBE TR THETIRRVI LB > Te¥ahiah
SEVnHERMo 7.

Some more examples:

ERELA DO TBHENDE X HFNERHEH EB S T ATEHS,
FIHTHRMND BN,

oo ZNEnNTUE =B o7z,
FARBIEESD OEMERER T NN ERD

3 Hirsizn

Refer back to Lesson 14, note 9, where a similar shift in aspect occurs. The story here
opens with a perfective T o 7, so it is clearly set in the past. It then shifts to ER
> and stays in present time with 42 T/ V). At this point the Japanese produces a
kind of “descriptive present’ with 3% 572\) where the English has to shift to the
normal narrative past tense. This gives the Japanese a sense of immediacy which is

difficult to reproduce in translation. Good use is made of this ability of Japanese to
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move into an imperfective when a particular effect is being looked for. Here and
later on you are occasionally made to feel that you are inside the writer’s mind as it

was in the past.

4 REIENWDIDTHS

Note that this phrase has been translated as ‘And do you know, I was just about
to...". Although it looks as though it might be simply explanatory in nature and so
be translatable as ‘and what I did was...’, it is in fact much more and expresses

amazement that such a thing could happen: ‘and would you believe it...

FTOEFIBSDEEEBRRIZES T, TOEINMEINERED
EVWDDTH D,
RITEORh > ZRRICATHETHAZ AL TAHAEELIENDIDTH 5,

5 BoNB

This is the passive form of the verb £ %. We have already introduced % asa
humble equivalent of ¥} %, both in its meaning of ‘exist’ and as T3 %. Normally,
therefore, it is used to lower the status of the subject. In this case, however, the
subject is the teacher, so this rule cannot apply. This usage is an anomaly but is
recognised as such and is quite common. The form T3 5% with the passive
being used in its honorific role raises the status of its subject.

6 PARDE

This phrase, ¥ A8 % #, means something like ‘Now I've done it!" or ‘That’s torn
it!". It comes from the old tradition of reading classical Chinese in Japanese fashion,
but, as the translation suggests, this does not mean that it is in any way literary or
stilted.

7 Ho=2y
Here is a good example of a foreign import ($}3&##) that has become so Japanized
that it is hard to recognise. 1 2> =22/ %9 % comes from ‘do a “cunning”’ but it's
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meaning is very specific: ‘cheat in examinations’. There are a large number of these

‘false friends’ and what follows is only a small selection.

ax
YR
A
TONS

TRy

<y
J1o—

shortened form of ‘connection’ but means ‘personal
connections’, often in the sense of ‘pulling strings’

‘skip class’ from the French ‘sabotage’, shortened to ‘sabo’ and
then made into a Japanese verb with the ending ‘ru’

shortened form of ‘mistake’

contraction of ‘sexual harrassment’

from the French ‘avec’ but with the meaning of a ‘couple”:

7 R 2T, ‘as a couple’

contraction of ‘mother complex’

from the German ‘Neurose’ but meaning ‘over sensitive’ rather

than referring to a specific psychological trait

AF > 3w 7 anew word created from ‘skin’ and ‘kinship’, this refers to

arveE=
INAfE

FA—7
Nhh—

close physical contact between parent and child. It has pleasant
connotations

contraction of ‘convenience store’

from English ‘bath” and Japanese tsuki, ‘attached”: ie. ‘with bath’
from ‘naive’ but with good connotations

from ‘patrol car’. A police car

(7)) N b from German ‘Arbeit’ but restricted to ‘part-time work’

i g
A

NTTD
a >k

aN

‘[train] timetable’. Daiya from English ‘diagram’

from German ‘Gewalt’ meaning ‘power’, but restricted to
student unrest and riots

contraction of ‘high technology”

from the English ‘concentric plug’, this means ‘electric wall
socket’

from English ‘companion’ but meaning to go for a drink
together after a university class or seminar: restricted to student
life
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ND shortened form of ‘puncture’

#*1J>  from American English ‘gasoline’ i.e. petrol.
I¥ 2  contraction of ‘air conditioner’

A4 >7l  inflation

FIV deflation

8 SBOITHOEDBRIART
% [F)#R T means ‘the same as if...’, just as if...” or ‘tantamount to...". Note that the

verb form is in the perfective.

TZETERESBIKRDORBEARTIA, Mzl TRLITERTAK,
BHDbRLICE > TETLESHARLSBAZBRAARU 22N,

9 BEULAZHRSRN
This use of & 5 724> means {372V ‘unable’. Further explanation of this wil be

found later in Lesson 16.11.

10 BloBOHULE/—bREENOFABRZEES Z & bHRZITNE
This is an interesting use of the causative. The intransitive verb shinobikomu means
‘sneak in’ and so is usually only used for people. Here the author is using it
transitively so he needs the causative - ‘caused it to sneak back in’. This gives a good
sense of how the boy tries to avoid being noticed.

EREBx o EENTROTETR, AL DLOFFNETHTTFIN,

11 LZEbikATHE 20— hOHEERSZERDEXVARTRETHS
When you come across & ...721F 1113, you would normally expect this to be
followed by ®...721). This pattern means ‘neither...nor’. In general each element
has equal weight.

HOTFIBICHPT S Z L bHRARTNE, KBCHET I EBHRTIC
MATWEHTZNTT K.
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HOTEWHFETE-STLES T, BICED Z & b iHRRTIE.
BICHEDZZEBHERVWEIC NcobbEsbbhialn) EWHEH%
ENET,

With the pattern that we find here, where %...721} 1 is followed not by another
% plus a negative but by a more straighforward clause, the second clause is seen to

be more important.

HREIRELOVPEETHNEFEZ TI2OTRITNUINRZELES DT,
FrERED ZEbHERTNE, BAFR—AICANSZEIEHELD
AAJRETH B,

AAKRZEZEORIIRNERBEINTLESZOT, ThhsidEER %
HLTHES 2RI AEBEDS D Z & ELL BN
=0Tz,

12 HOTE,PSHEAIBLEMTRAL

For this usage of IZ 8.2 %, ‘seem’ or ‘appear to be’, see IMJ, 43.3. Here the form is 7
ICHR.A %, ‘seem as if...". This can also be expressed with the somewhat longer
phrase 2D KSR A 5.

RERXUMESNTEOFIEMEHTNICRRI N, T1 v EfEm &
b EbLTIREEBNSHTIT>TLE S,
BRIT—FHIERICRETAINCRAEN., X527 T
LE->7ZH6L 0,
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Exercises

1 Study the four equivalent polite forms in the example and then perform the

same operation on the sentences that follow.

EEHD

REPBEEZFRATHSD LPWVET
FEREZFHENTHWET
FRERBEZRATBONET
REREEZBRAIIZO>TNET,

BRZHO
FHzE<
Bl &Y
HERDBDET S
BEREHL<

2 Complete the following using your imagination.

NEANHHBICTS &

FLEEDITSE

RITEHEES &
BEETRBOD O EZANTHTHDE
H7OMETEZHATNS &
BREZOL &

RROMHRES &

ABIZ/2s &

A ERDE

3 Complete the following sentences paying attention to the difference in nuance
between§ 5 &, £ Z T, and TN T.
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BNOTRZRTZ. T5&
FAYHNFEREHEED L2 ERICE . THE
BHHEREZFENR—LICADTEE, THL

CORBIIFAEP > TH I Whiiaholk. €I T
FEENEBLU LTI >TLE-RZ. £ZT

BREBRODORED, IEDFIIBEDBEOBE T ENARATT R, TRT
RBRICABRT 2 Z &> 7=ATY, ENT

4 Supplementary material. Practice the following conversation.

¥+ Z050HFLOHRTREREMLER DT,

BF HkahokoD,

BT HhholzZ ERHRENoEITE, TNEIAL RN TZD L,

BT TNEZALR2RNVWST,

BT hoZ %L, EWIRLESELEORIENE 2D,

BT Zo. WZ2T? BRI, £330,

BT #5720&k. ABloTE2EDF2EHFYIINARIELEZTSHDOLAN,
fEnHhn, BRELESTWVNIDONLE, HHNDD,

BF sk —HMELED.

BT HBRPBE-T, BMEEREALTEDMSRWIEEST,

BT HREIEFCIBRVWTE, BREMHEEMIEFATZNRA,

BT BHoTERNOTFANRENWEDDOTL L, AMGER, fAFIZMmH
Eolzed, WKHEEZATHREATREREASNIBVLE RN,

BF THIXESIETE,

BT FNTHEHFNROHASEIORICILZNTITHMBLEZAETE, 2oluneH
Bihbeoknk,

BT TR, WRADDTREWT—ED X5 TBFIENnNDIZ, &bn<,
=NnT.

BT FROERI—BRAENS, BroERTETSLT YlOoFNSERD
J—h&E52IEDHL TR, 0D LEIZBWED,
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&
#HT
ETF
g
-5
L

-

g1

BT

#r

E&T
#r

&1

T

&7

#r

Lesson 15

R=VEB-OTREI>TIDIT.

I e EdHo

BB RKBPEVWID, FEWVIN, HENTHONREZAZVD,

FHh. TOEDLNTHHEFNZNWITE,

EBOoREREREE D,

BEXORERE, /— F2EASHNT. BEREDANAIZNSH L2 50N
BrDEDERSTSB 0 ERBILEARTEEZIRDBVRSEH LR 5N
DL,

ZAIRTTIE BN iR,

BHEBOLLVWAREEST, DxWhweHEzem L, MERMOREAIIINLST
W5 L2350 2RN, —BRENLEESZNEB-D,
FhiFESTL X D%,

UES ) EBoRTE, FEMNEDOLED /) — D EDEHIC
b ETHITIIWARBWL, ELTRRANTARASDFIHNNRNDT
=i Co &L TRD,

EFNT, £EMDLBH Lo

i, LRS<TBHEMbBo L 5TIZ, RRODEETIHEE-T
BROEIAETHENTNSE D LR 2T, TNOLBDOANNINS &
CotHAERTSE-L250k,

NZRo

RILGBRRNS 20 EBoTHBREZA U2 AT E,
GDETARENS BEERNSDFUHLBRTRRVASL. ..o
REBEES LWh, EHAE->THLNZ LD IDWHhER. £D20WHD,
Bl TOZEFES E—EENRVDAL,

Sh. AHESEI b,
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Word List

(B kyisei old system

HaAsH Nihon-shi Japanese history
Aol kioku memory

TE M sadaka certain, definite
ok sotto quietly, secretly
(651> 40Nivic hipparidasu pull out

i3 hiza knee

H peifi page

w5 kuru turn

HiR kotogara matter, item

52t 2] sai-koretsu last row

B kantoku invigilator, director
B kanbun kanbun

REF Sawano surname

~H ~ji throughout

REY mimawasu look around

FR1E shozai one’s whereabouts
% wakaru understand

& nan to goodness!

H5L 5 ma-ushiro right behind
MmAORNF< chi no ke ga hiku go white (in the face)
RARDER yannuru kana see note 6

N2 TETSD kanningu o suru cheat in examination
505> TIT< hippatte iku drag away

e yushi warning, admonition
BRITRS taigaku ni naru be expelled

& < uzumaku whirl
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2450
BikcS
HLA&E
BURZE
HEXD
BIE95
it

£
Eiika)
Bk %
— /N

A

HAOESB
WA

W< EERL
MLBIRS
E
thl&
moE
iR
S8
TRsEE
Bk
%
FWHT
ihz
SRR

kanashibari
dozen
mijirogi
shinobikomu
motoyori
teishi suru
tate

kyodan
kumu
nagameru
ichi-shojiken
nento
kieuseru
saigetsu
ikudo to naku
tachikaeru
kogoto
tawagoto
hitorigoto
yachien
tanki
Minamoto no Yoritomo
otosata

egao

iidasu
bareru
mushinkei
shoko
jikken-dai
tatnesu

isshii

Lesson 15

tightly bound

same as

movement of body
sneak in

needless to say

stop

vertical

dais

fold, cross

gaze at, stare at

a small incident
mind, memory
disappear

passage of time
recurrently

return

scolding, grumbling
foolery

mumblings
kindergarten

short period
Minamoto no Yoritomo
news

smiling face

express oneself
come out, be found out
insensitive

evidence

test case

try

a round, circuit
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T
Wi 0
B
T&EJE3
=5
s
DED
RETS
Sl
Tt &
R

— ¢
JIgiRH
BN ps)
AT
ffa s

[ 3
-]

FIM +neg.

#HolEDES
BRET
HE
s h
A&

i &iirs
Ins
—@ED
T5H
T57
;]
HEND

yudan
kotowari
nusumu
ikizumaru
hyogen
nayamu
yatou

kaiko suru
mondai-gai
pui tto

keiki

ichiji

juncho
kaifuku suru
suranpu
ochiiru

insei

yasuuri
masaka + neg.
seppa tsumaru
ma ga sasu
chiri
anki-ryoku
jinmei

yama o kakeru
hazureru
hitotori

sarau

Zurasu

daitan

akireru
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inattention, off one’s guard
warning, notice, refusal
steal

be stuck

expression

suffer, worry
employ

dismiss, discharge
out of the question
arrogantly

economy, business
temporarily

smooth

recover

slump

fall into

graduate student
sale

surely not

be driven into a corner
tempted by the devil
geography

memory

people’s names

take a bet on

miss, go wrong
thoroughly, in general
revise

shift

bold, daring

be amazed, shocked
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TIHo&
2R

W53
IECRHES
EdEE->T

sitto
kokuban
shobun
yobidasu
shaomen kitte

issho

Lesson 15

without making a noise
blackboard
punishment, disposal
summon

face-to-face, directly

one’s lifetime






