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Modern Chinese literature
Answer all questions in sections 1 and 2 and two questions from section 3.

Write your number not your name as well as the paper code (C17) on each
page of your submission.

SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS TO BE SUPPLIED FOR THIS EXAMINATION

Student declaration form

SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS

Answers may be written by hand in black ink or typed.

If written by hand, upload your answers as a scan or image file.

If typed, upload them in a document, such as a Word document or PDF.
Files should be saved as C17_[your number].

Upload a completed student declaration form as a separate file.

RESOURCES PERMITTED FOR THIS EXAMINATION

You may use any dictionary you have available to you for this exam. No other
resources are permitted.

The exam will begin as soon as you open the file containing the
guestions. Once begun you will have three hours to complete the exam.
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1. Answer both parts of the question (total of 20 marks):

a) Translate into English (15 marks):
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R, 7EAR LIRS . "Oh, you serene gossamer! You beautiful gossamer!”
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b) Identify the source text and comment briefly on the portrayal of the
main character in this text (in English). (5 marks).
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2. Translate into English (20 marks):
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“Shen Haobo ping Yin Lichuan: sheng yi ke Shuihu de xin.”

Accessed at https://www.poemlife.com/index.php?mod=newshow&id=11467.
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3. Answer TWO of the following essay questions in English, making sure to
refer to specific literary texts and authors in your answers. Each question is
worth 30 marks.

a)

b)

f)

Why would it matter if scholars were to locate the origins of Chinese
literary modernity in the Qing — or even the Ming — rather than in
Republican-era China?

Explore some of the connections between self and form in modern
Chinese poetry.

Why did realism, in all its different forms, hold such power over
literature in twentieth-century China?

How important are critical labels for the interpretation and evaluation of
modern and contemporary Chinese literature? lllustrate your answer
with at least two detailed examples of literary texts.

Discuss the consequences of commercialism for contemporary Chinese
literature in the post-Mao era.

What might it mean for modern Chinese literature to bear “false
witness” to history?

END OF PAPER
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