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1. Write about one of the following in Modern Standard Arabic. Your 

composition should be about 120 words long. You do not need to write 

short vowels. [30 marks]  

a. Life as a first-year student of Arabic at Cambridge 

b. How life under the pandemic (جائحة) is different to life before the 

pandemic 

c. Your hobbies and/or interests 

d.  What you have learned about the Arab World 

 

2. Translate the following extract from the article titled “Afghan women: 

Secret diaries of changing lives”, into Modern Standard Arabic. You do 

not need to write short vowels. [20 marks]  

 

On a Friday afternoon, a number of women gather at the friend's house and 

the following day take to the streets to demand their rights. 

Wahida, whose family comes from the Panjshir, takes to the streets again, 

this time with her sister-in-law and six male friends.  

Mahera, a young doctor at a busy hospital in a northern province of the 

country, stayed at home for the first week but then got a call to return. It 

wasn't easy working under the Taliban.  

Khatera, a teacher, reaches her school. At the school gate, she stops to look 

at the classroom she has taught in for 10 years. She wants to tell the boys 

she will be back one day. 

 

Adapted from https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-59578618  
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