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Ak B, KEOAEEZAIE> Ts

B Bk, ECRTARENDDEE-THAREK, BETHZURRND.

Makoto Hey!  heard you bought a big foreign car.

Ken'ichi Not me! Where do you think I’d get that kind of money? A Japanese car will do me
fine.

Lesson 17  ‘The wrong end of the stick’

The other day [ answered the phone.

‘Ah. Hello?’ It was a man’s voice. Insistent and a bit rough; one I hadn’t heard before.

“Yes?”

I'd hardly replied when ‘Thank you. Thank you. I love you. I really do love you.” He sounded just as
if he was electioneering or something.

‘Ah. I'll just put Mother on’, I said.

‘What?’ he asked in a flurry.

Then Mother took over, and I'm not sure what went on after that because someone came to pick up
the washing and I missed what she was saying; and then she waved me away and I went to my room.
But when she had finished on the phone, she told me about it. Apparently it was some man who had
been on the same panel of editorial writers as her since April. Until recently he had been the main
reporter assigned to the Metropolitan Police Board, a top journalist who had won various prizes; but
he was hopeless at writing anything and had always got others to do it for him. Now of course, being
a leader writer, that wouldn’t wash. So Mother, who had the desk next to him, got asked to correct his
work for him every time, which she did. Gradually he had convinced himself that she was doing it
out of affection for him and he had fallen for her hook, line and sinker, she said.

‘He was given a right ticking off by Mother and apparently he’s really down in the dumps. Of course
for her he’s just a colleague. Then he said “Apologies to your daughter.” It's all a bit bizarre.”

The two young men kept on laughing out loud.

‘What a twit.”

‘Well, “apologies™: it’s just convenient to say.’

‘1 ask you. A reporter who couldn’t write!”

‘Not unusual. Types like that. Some university teachers like that too.”

They were really amused.

From Maruya Saiichi, Onnazakari.
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3

HRAALETHITHRELTROADESBELLFZTHATIT K.

Do you know, when he speaks Japanese, he sounds just like a woman!
WLITEBTYBIRIOLIBRBETEL T BATTN, ER-BRNCADE22HEMD
BOTY,

She treats me almost as if we were childhood friends, but actually I only made her acquaintance a

week ago.

EETHLTWDEHLOAFBEIESTAEAD (D) L3 TIR.
When I talk to her on the phone, her Japanese seems almost native.
HIRBEOZ EREMBASRNOIESTEROL 32 OEH <,
He’s totally ignorant of kabuki and yet he goes on as if he’s a pro.

51

BEHETTN, RBBEDSELEVBL TN ETH.

I'm sorry to trouble you but could you possibly send it back when you've finished reading it?
TCABRBEEBZITENETAI > TRIBEITRETIT X,

You should hand it back immediately and say you can’t accept this kind of money.

AEEVEL THBBEADEKIRIIBICASTIBATT L.

No matter how often I chase it back, the neighbour’s cat keeps on coming in.

52

BRASNESRIDETITNS,

My younger brother is ready to hit back if hit.
FARBFOZEERDEEFBATTCRAETATTINSBNYTLENELE,

When my husband looked angrily at our son, I was surprised to see him glare back in just the same
way.

HELETHIEENDELZTHRNT, RERIND ISR LB >ZONBRELTHES
E5TIMh

You shouldn’t just think of taking revenge; how about reflecting on why you ended up being
deceived.

53

TIOMS, BI—ERVELTTEN,

Please repeat that bit once again.

IMRIEBRAICE S THSHAERET ETFHDOZBERTORARNMRNES Z&nBnTih,

When you reread a novel as an adult, you often get a very different impression from when you read it
as a child.
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BIEATLES T ERAENSMERUBESNTHELLTRES LIS BARBIEISN
ANSRVBDNIT,

It's all finished and done with, so can’t you understand that no matter how often it's brought up
there’s nothing I can do about it.

FABEBRETEEEoNKEDOT TOHERRSSDEL YT &L,

Your cold is finally getting better, but it'll come back again if you push yourself like that.

Bh 3R TICBDIELET.

The part that has been delayed I will get by the end of next week.

BOEBRLODMaWI L2 LTLED .

What's done is done. [I've gone and done something irretrievable.]

RS2 < AEEICHERLET. MERIFREIRVBELATRIUTEERDETOT, BREAD
BNED THEETEN,

We will soon be arriving at Odawara. Please note that this train will then become the next express
back to Toky®o.

54
HREBEETLSRIEENVEDRVTERRMLEERZHLTFE N,
Don’t just butt in to the discussion — try and come up with a constructive idea.
ROKGREHEED> < DELTEH>TLE2 7.

I tipped over father’s favourite vase and smashed it.

B, OV I AERL U221,

Look. Isn’t that sock inside out?

KEEBDORAREIIEA ZBATRIEILVWIALTI o EELTWE,

Narita airport on New Year's Eve was chaotic with everyone wanting to spend the New Year abroad.

8
M-, BatHaeEdiLELE. |

“Yes, I gave the order.”

(b)
TADZERMETHEASITE, HESZESIRD?
You can say what you like about other, but how about you?

(©
(B3, BATHZOKFENINERND? )
Don’t you understand your own feelings?
TEATOREHARIEELEONANERRNVATT, |
I don't even know myself why I did such a thing.
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CHREESHES TEMNLEDDTY,
This is a piece [of calligraphy] from the master’s own hand.

9

BAORTEATNAEND TS REOBAZACERLTLS I Z LEHRETAL,

If you just think about things in your head, you'll never be able to get anyone else to understand what
you are thinking.

BHOPTEXTHENDWRNT, ANERIZP s THES ES TN,

Don’t just think about things; how about actually trying to do something?

12
ZOHEFEDETHRLLNARNEIBTITILECHENELT. RIDBDOBFEARS D,
I was so shocked at how unbelievably cheeky that young man was, I was struck dumb.
FDFOHEMNEILALEHBEDIERES T,

The temple grounds were as still as the grave.
KERZREERICHDBIISAT VRS THSEND T, BEORORAKIZRET2MDENT
LE-2>TWBKS7,

The instant he became a Minister he went all arrogant and it would seem that he has completely
forgotten all the promises he made at the election.
RCOYREDBRELOFFEIMICWETR TV,

The young man looked quite unmoved at the sight of his mother, who was choked in tears.
BRTEIFENEZL D BRIRALEOTRDIES THENHED WMo,

I thought that someone had called out my name, but when I turned round there was nobody there.
7o AERPRMOVD DM B X5 HREE S,

The French Revolution was an event that turned the whole world upside down.

13.1

(RLIX) AR & U TEHHICFITT 5.

I will accompany the Prime Minister as an interpreter.
(k) BE L L TOEZ 2k,

I gave my opinion as a doctor.

13.2

ParBR—FAELLTETVWRALREENS T T,
For a first year student, John's Japanese is really good, isn’t it?
CHiERAFEO7/—hEL TR REVWETT &,

For a Japanese apartment, this one is fairly large.
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13.3

e LTIRIED - TBL &Rk AN S ZATT.

And I, I simply couldn’t leave it as it was.

BB TWBESMoTHTS, HELTREILED bR EATEX.

Although he knew that it was wrong, he was simply not in a position to do anything about it.

13.4

HE: L TRBELOBRICIIARVOEZZENTND,

As for Japan, it does place considerable weight on its relations with Korea.
Az & - TId B RERIZERICERE.

For Japan, Japanese-Korean relations are very important.

14

HITHERRNWI LERAT, TORARAET IR,
You say you can’t tell anyone. Sounds pretty serious to me.
B THEADOZ EMREL ShABWRATRE TRV,
To say you can’t trust yourself: that’s really pathetic.

—AEEEEEEMERE LD TH] EWIEERFBIRVRATEM LW,

You’ve studied Japanese for a year and yet can't write ‘watakushi’! Ridiculous!

15
DS, SERICE2>TVWE T I AREERITITo AT &, )
Yesterday I went to see that French film they're all talking about.
TR, Thd. TOME. |
I saw it too. I saw that film.
MEI7EIMAERARIZR > B2 oA, )
I feel somehow fed up with life.
Iho5h%, 5V EHF5. )
I know, I know how you feel.

MRARRo b 2ok, ARBEERATES, RITNEHTALDHD. )

1 don’t like it at all. Yesterday I went out drink with my colleague, and he suddenly burst into tears!
[RERE, E5VID, |

Oh it’s awful when that happens.

16
RMOUNIES ZARDIETNOTL L I,

The mountains in Kish@ should be covered in spring blossom about now.
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FHBZAWAETLEINDARLOTROBE 2T - EAHERER A

My two children are both at their most mischievous; I can’t let my eyes off them for a minute.
BOADETRENS LEEFEBEINDTTNS, BREFSIBRABELNVNI I EFBATHNS
L25RBWTLED,

A man in his fifties still has all his powers, so father can’t possibly be thinking of retirement.

Lesson 18  Manners

2

HOBHBRIZBEAZR I LEZNBNAFEITE, SEOHEREFIMASATVRBE LbE,
That politician says things that make him sound like a saint, but it would appear that he’s been
involved in this recent financial scandal.

H, RROBLEISAFRSTHIE-FU2EL LTI OENB NS0 L.

She pretends to be ‘of good family’, but she’s only got to open her mouth for the truth to be revealed.
TARCH2TENE > TROWTRSBA T,

Stop giving yourself airs. OQut with it!

3

RO ZEWRIZIIRD 72 WETR 2 ORE O REE T,

To sleep when you want for as long as you want: that's my recipe for good health.

BN WEIRB U D EEEE 5 OB L FREE TS Z LIKR2D TN
TLXIOh,

Let them play as much as they want when they are that age: isn’t that the way to bring up a well-
balanced child?

5

WL SBNES T ORMESMIRHHKD E136 ko EBIRVWATTI
Somehow I can’t think this problem will be solved the way he’s dealing with it.
PHERETOTEHEHEATFIN,

Please show me how to get to Haneda Airport.

6.1

HARICES L SONTEARIRER ET Z Eldnn k.,

All that's happened is that you've failed a test; there’s no need to feel that desperate.
CLWARGEELTHET S &3 BnE i,

If you're busy, I don’t think there’s any need to really go out of your way to be present.



