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Schematic animation of the new designs for the Matsu Bridge

This paper examines the large-scale cross-sea bridge projects of the Matsu (F5$8)
archipelago, a post-Cold War island chain between China and Taiwan, which suddenly finds
itself yet again on the military frontline of a new 21st-century cold war. After thirty years of
effort, however, the bridge has still not been built, and yet neither has it been abandoned. It
exists in a state of suspension. In comparison to the growing body of work on suspension and
unbuilt or unfinished infrastructure, this paper takes two different perspectives. First, I probe
the marine geology and exploratory technology in infrastructural constructions which have
been mostly overlooked in studies of “social-technical assemblages.” Second, I incorporate
the literature on spectral studies and develop “spectralization” to depict the mode of
precarious infrastructural existence in border areas. With the connotation of confronting
unsettled history, subjectivity, and affect, spectralization can better capture the encounters of
people, politics, technology, and affective experience and explain the volatile character of
border infrastructure, teetering on edge between disappearance and rebirth.



