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Over the course of multiple centuries prior to the modern era, Jewish culture was
shaped in various ways by the concept of ‘exile’ and by the practical circumstances
that corresponded to this concept. This conference aims to explore ways in which
inherited Jewish culture has been reshaped and affected by the presence of nonexilic or anti-exilic dynamics in more recent and contemporary Jewish history.
Historically, the Jewish concept of exile entailed the idea of living in a world without
an active geographical centre. While Jerusalem and the Land of Israel played a role
of such a centre in terms of the ancient past and the envisioned messianic future, the
present world was understood as one in which, broadly speaking, Jews and Jewish
culture possess no geographical centre. That is to say, while the Land of Israel
constituted a present liturgical focus and a present hope for messianic return, there
was not a prominent sense of living ‘outside of’ a geographical centre that existed
elsewhere in the world. From this perspective, the establishment of the State of
Israel marked a significant change: now, a geographic location had arisen that laid
claim to a new role of a special ‘centre’ for Jewish culture and identity.
This conference thus asks: how was Jewish culture, previously predicated on a
conscious absence of an active geographical centre, affected by this emergence of
this influential new state of affairs? How did the cultural inheritance of Jewish
identity as exilic/diasporic continue to shape the ways in which Jews, both in the
State of Israel and in other countries, conceived of Jewishness?
In exploring this question, the conference also seeks to explore ways in which
Jewish exilic cultural identity was reshaped and affected by additional aspects of
modernity other than the establishment of State of Israel. For instance, if another
key element of Jewish understandings of exile involved political exclusion and
subservience, in what ways did the experience of life in America, with its promise of
liberty, citizenship, and freedom of religion, reshape Jewish conceptions of ‘being in
exile’? Did the American experiment already functionally constitute an ‘end of exile’
or ‘negation of exile’ even prior to the rise of Zionism? Did life in America cause just
a profound a reshaping of Jewish exilic identity as the establishment of the State of
Israel? If so, can one trace a similar reshaping of exilic/diasporic identity in other
liberal-democratic countries such as France and the United Kingdom?
In what ways does the tension between the exilic cultural inheritance and these
modern non-exilic elements manifest itself? How does this tension impact political,
ethical, literary, artistic, or religious patterns among Jews today? How do the
dynamics of ‘belonging’ or ‘non-belonging’ in other countries affect the attitudes of
Jews towards the reality and/or imagined fantasy of the State of Israel? What are
the challenges involved in trying to understand past orientations from the very
different circumstances of the present? Do notions of centre, diaspora, and exile
mean something very different in Jewish culture today than they meant 250 years
ago? Likewise, do they mean something different today than they meant 100, 50, or
even 10 years ago? Quite apart from its desirability or non-desirability, is it even
possible to remove the notion of ‘exile’ from Jewish culture?
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Monday, May 2
20:00 Opening Dinner, The Prioress Room, Jesus College

Tuesday, May 3 (Møller Centre)
Morning session - 9:30 – 13:00
9:30-11:00
1. Julie Cooper (Tel-Aviv University), Toward a Political Conception of the Exile.
2. Dani Kranz (Hochschule Rhein-Waal), Forget Israel – the Future is in Berlin
Local Jews, Russian Immigrants and Israelis Jews in Berlin and across Germany.
Break - 11-11:30
11:30-13:00
3. Aaron W. Hughes (University of Rochester), Permanent Diaspora or Voluntary
Exile? American Jews, Zionism, and the Paradox of Israel.
4. Keith Kahn-Harris (Leo Baeck College, Birkbeck College, Institute for Jewish
Policy Research), What do Diaspora Jews talk about when they talk about Israel?
Lunch Break - 13:00-14:00

Afternoon session - 14:00-17:30
14:00-15:30
1. Efrat Gal-Ed (Institut für Jüdische Studien), Yiddishland: A Promise of
Belonging.
2. Eran Kaplan (San Francisco State University), Jewish Singularity: Between
Exile and Home in an Old New Land.
Break – 15:30-16:00
16:00-17:30
3. Daniel Weiss (University of Cambridge), Modern Jewish Emancipation in
Europe and the Negation of Exile.
4. Andrea Schatz (King’s College, London), Central Interdependence: Europe,
Palestine and the “Hope of Israel”.
Wednesday, May 4 (Møller Centre)
Morning session - 9:30 – 13:00
9:30-11:00
1. Claire Sufrin (Northwestern University), The State of Israel as Counter-Narrative.
2. Mike Whitcombe (University of Southampton), Don’t Mention the War: Jewish
Spaces in Howard Jacobson’s J and Michael Chabon’s The Yiddish Policemen’s
Union.
Break, 11-11:30
11:30-13:00
3. Zehavit Zaslansky (University of Cambridge), Rethinking diasporist modernism.
4. Ido Harari (Ben Gurion University), The Oyle that stayed in the Golus – Nathan
Birnbaum on Exile, Sovereignty and Redemption.
Lunch Break - 13:00-14:00
Afternoon session - 14:00-17:30
14:00-15:30
1.Tommy Givens (Fuller Theological Seminary), Torn between Earth and Sky: National
Jewish Homeland.
2. Merom Kalie (University of Toronto), Zionist and Exilic Elements in the Thought of
Martin Buber.

Break – 15:30-16:00
16:00-17:30
3. Ezra Tzfadya (Friedrich-Alexander University Erlangen-Nuremberg), The Necessary
State? Modern Jewish and Shiite-Islamic Geographies in Dialogue.
4. Elliot Ratzman (Temple University), Freedom Dreams and Promised Lands:
Varieties of Exile and Exodus in Jewish and Afro-American Nationalisms.

Free and Open to the Public
The Møller Centre, Storey's Way, Cambridge, CB3 0DE
For more information contact:
Dr Yaron Peleg (yp240@cam.ac.uk)
Dr Daniel Weiss (dhw27@cam.ac.uk)

