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Differences in speaking and wri0ng

Spoken Discourse

1. Flee2ng event
a) Locu2onary act
b) Illocu2onary act
c) Perlocu2onary act

2. Subject and meaning iden2cal
3. Commonly shared situa2on
4. Interlocutor present

WriFen Discourse

Fixed “said”, objec2fica2on

Author different from text meaning
Commonality: being-in-the-world
Reader can be anyone
Consequence: plurivocity.



Consequence: plurivocity

This in turn requires: 
• explana1on, verifica1on, valida1on in explanatory procedures 
• not random, hermeneu1c circle is not vicious
• criteria of rela1ve superiority reduce ambiguity and make the text a 

“limited field of possible construc1ons”



Wri$ng in ritual contexts

• Dialogue
• “Text act”
• Records with binding character requiring commitment

• Oracle bone inscriptions
• preface (and postface), charge, crack number, crack notation, prognostication 

and verification
• Bronze inscriptions

• date and place notation, event notation, gift list and dedication



Structure composed of building blocks

• ABCDE 
• Possible variants: ABCE, ADE, ACCCCE, ABBEEE. Not: ACBD
• AC1C2C3C4E could also be AC1C4C2C3E
• ABCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCD



Shi$ of texts

Texts commonly shared by 
present interlocutors bound 
by the texts to commitment 
through a common under-
standing of the “text act”

Unsituated texts addressed to 
readers and their various 
interpreta<ons of the texts’ 
poten<al plurivocity

How to limit the “the field of 
possible construc<ons”?



ABCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCD

Iden%fy:
• individual building blocks or units in a sec%on
• their mutual rela%onships

By means of 
• Connec%ve par%cles (�, �, �, �, �, �, � etc.)
• Literary forms (figures of the textual body)

• Law of Similarity: similar appearance in the visual form of graphs, parallel 
arrangements in %me (text as a temporary sequence) or in space (text as an 
arrangement of characters in space) and similar sounds (rhymes, paranomasia) 
can be taken as indicators of similar meaning.

• Punctua%on?
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Successors tread in the steps [of their predecessors] in our Zhou.
For generations there had been wise kings;
The three sovereigns were in heaven;
And king [Wu] was their worthy successor in his capital.

King [Wu] was their worthy successor in his capital,
Rousing himself to seek for the hereditary virtue,
Always striving to accord with the will [of Heaven];
And thus he secured the confidence due to a king.

He secured the confidence due to a king,
And became a pattern of all below him.
Ever thinking how to be filial,
His filial mind was the model [which he supplied].

Men loved him, the One man,
And responded [to his example] with a docile virtue.
Ever thinking how to be filial,
He brilliantly continued the doings [of his fathers].

Brilliantly! and his posterity,
Continuing to walk in the steps of their forefathers,
For myriads of years, 

Will receive the blessing of Heaven.

They will receive the blessing of Heaven.
And from the four quarters [of the kingdom] will felicitations come to them.
For myriads of years, 

Will there not be their helpers?
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Guōdiàn LǎozǐA.2
Analytical presentation:
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1a��� ��	�% b�#���
2a� ����� b�!���

3a� ����� b��
��

4a� ����� b�����

��$������������ �����

That by which rivers and seas are kings over the many mountain streams is their ability to be below the many 
mountain streams. For this reason they are able to act as kings over the many mountain streams.

1a The sage stands in front of the people, b because he puts himself behind them.
2a He          stands on top of the people, b because he puts his speech below them.
3a He          stands on top of the people, b but the people don’t admire him.
4a He          stands in front of the people, b but the people don’t harm him.

All under Heaven enjoys bringing him forward without geDng Ered of it. Because he is someone who does not 
compete. This is why in all under Heaven nobody is able to compete with him. 



Guōdiàn LǎozǐA.2
Analytical presentation:
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Chapter 66 of Wáng Bì (226–249) version
Analytical presentation:
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Comparison core part of Guodian A2 and chapter 
66 of Wáng Bì 

1a��� ����b�����
2a
 �����b�����
3a
 �����b�����
4a
 �����b�����

1a� ��� b������
2a� 	�� b������
3a�� �� b�����
4a �� b�����



Chapter 66 of Wáng Bì (226–249) version
Analytical presentation:
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Chapter 66 of Wáng Bì (226–249) version
Analytical presentation:
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Laozi 41

1   �$05
#'�6
2   �$05&�&�6
3   �$05�"��"5�,��0�
4   ��(��:
5   �0&�5
6   /0&.5
7   �0&45
8   ��&)5
9   � &-5
10 ��&�,5
11 ��&	5
12 +!&�5
13 ���15
14 ����5
15 �3�%5
16 �*��5
17 02���
18 ��	������





OC rhymes (Baxter & Sagart 2013)

5 �$��) *mˤut-s ���

6 #$�") *n̥ˤəp-s ���

7 �$�() *rut-s ���

8 ����) *C.qˤok ���

9 
��!) *nok ���

10 ��� ) *tsok ���

11 ����) *l ̥ʕ o ���

12 ����) *lo ���

↕
13 
��%) *ŋo ���

↕
14 
	��) *m-deŋ ���

15 
'��) *le̥ŋ ���

16 
���) *ɢˤeŋ ���

17 $&��� *C.meŋ ���

18 ��$) ����� *m-deŋ ���





Laozi 41

1   ��'49�&*�: *ɡˁraŋ-s [�]
2   ��'49)�)�: *maŋ [�]
3   ��'49�%��%9�0	"4� *s-law-s/ *lˁuʔ-s [�/�]
4   ��+��:
5 �4)�9 *mˤut-s
6 34)29 *n̥ˤəp-s
7 �4)89 *rut-s

8 ��),9 *C.qˤok
9 �#)19 *nok
10 ��)�09 *tsok
11 ��)
9 *l ̥ʕ o
12 /$) 9 *lo

↕
13 ��!59 *ŋo
14 ����9 *m-deŋ
15 �7�(9 *le̥ŋ
16 �-!�9 *ɢˤeŋ
17 46!�� *C.meŋ
18 �49 �.��� *m-deŋ
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Tsinghua 
Bamboo slips:

“Tang zai
Chimen” 
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2. Catalogues



���� 
 
1 wqO�É~95ÁÉ 
 
2 4fK¥Ê-�"P�r¨¯]§f��Ì 
 
   K¥�nÊr2�F�r¨¯]§f�É) ��`�Ì 

��`ºÌ 
��`:Ì 
��`AÌ 

 
3 ~,4fK¥nÊ     R¯`�Ì 

R¯`ºÌ 
R¯`:Ì 
R¯`AÌ 

 
   K¥�nÊ      ��`�ÉZ�#�Ë [Â¼] 

6�`ºÉ����Ë [Â¼] 
�`:É��J�Ë [Â¼] 
�`AÉ%�«�� [Â¼] 

 
4 ~,4fK¥nÊ          � 

�Y��Ì   [¢¼] 
�>�ÀÌ   [Â¼] 
HL¡ Ì   [�¼]   

            7�j�, ¡�_�EÌ [�¼] 
 
   K¥�nÊ3W�0�{Éj2���� 

 
&t{É j°��É 

�qGaÉ 
�q
¬É 
�q
UÉ 
6q
7É 
�q,É 
%q�£É 
�q
¤É 
$q
wÉ 
q��É 
+q
`É 
z
k�� 

 
&{pv�}É j&�À	E2� [�¼] 
&{DgÉ  j&��<� [Â¼] 
{ª��!É j&�*�  [�¼] 
 
   {�
 É   {X
�,�  [�¼] 
{·��eÉ j&��y� [Â¼] 
   {N
�É   �[���  [�¼] 

                                                        
1 Following Wang Ning, � is replaced by S. 

 
 
 
 
 
5 ~,4fK¥ÊB �6�`ºÉ�����É��Ì 
 
   K¥�nÊ“3W6�Éj°6wË ������ÊZ���V�c�(� 
 

6 ~,4fK¥Ê �ZC©Ì_ZC©Ì 
��C©Ì_�C©Ì 
�VC©Ì_VC©Ì 
�cC©Ì_cC©Ì 
�(C©Ì_(C©Ì 

 
    K¥�Ê  Z�h;���`É   x°�ZÉ.��`Ë 

Z²�;±��`É   x°_ZÉÃ`,�� 
µ�r�É  zÀ´�É  x°��Ë 
µ���É  �z�dÉ  x°_�� 
µVkÄÉ  z!�TÉ  x°�VË 
µV�kÉ  @³fºÉ  x°_V� 
c��`É     x°�cË  
c����QÉ z1®Æ¦\É x°_c� 
(¶��eÉ    x°�(Ë 
(½��QÉ    x°_(� 

 
7 ~,4fK¥Ê��`:É��J��É��Ì 
 
   K¥�nÊ“3W� Éj°:� [�¼],2���J��Ê|���¾�s�8É 

�`�oÉ [�¼] 

                       �u��� [�¼] 
 
8 ~,4fK¥ÊB��`AÉ%�«��É��Ì 
 
   K¥�nÊ“3W�Éj°IÉ �%�«��Ê l�?�i�=���'É 

  /k�®É 
   x^�ÅÉ [�¼] 

   �^A¹� [�¼] 
 
9 ~nÊAMÉ3-�"P�¨¯É)��b�È 

                                                        
2 The reading diqi :� that has been proposed by Mo Silang m6» (aka Huang Jie Ç ) and Wang Jinfeng 
�¸¿ might make more sense here as established term for the spirit of the earth (according to Shuowen). See 
Mo 2015, Wang 2016, 132. 



Catalogues

•�������

•
�������� (Sunzi)
•
������ (Laozi)
•������
�	� (Laozi)
•����� (San de)
•����� (Heguanzi etc.)
•�������� (“Daxue” and Mengzi 4A5)



Catalogues

•����
���

	��
��������������;
��������������� (Lunyu 2.3)



����'���"'����'����'���#'
���'����'	���'��%�'����� (QDYS)

��� '����'����'����'����'
��&'����'	���'���$'�����(HNZ)

��� '��!�'���'����'����'
��&'�����'	���'���$'����� (Wenzi)



 

 
�Pdp� 
 
Inc��I:   
 
G)	x� 
Y4	t� 
@S	�� 
*:	[� 
j	�"Q� 
f	�□ b� 
=	�□ !� 
"5S� 
�LiH� 
_�u� 
B<��� 
TJ�#� 
 

��� ��:� 
�!
� 
�g�� 
 

:J��� 

J�w� 
�J��� 
 

��� � 8s��@yz� 
�Fo{�:��`Z6� 
�Fuey��mSA� 
$Fl�Z`�A	�K� 
�oMD:��\70� 

�w� �x�v��V�~� 
�h□Xr�]� 
�?|Xr��� 
$}�X[�-� 
�92�k�C� 

��� �R&.,�s� 
�vx�>� 
�3%����� 
$OiE��]� 
�a;/^+� 
�b-UWS� 
��:qS�S�e� 

 
N#�N#��'(U	X1�	

Yi Zhoushu, chap. 33: “Wumu jie” ���



3. Parallelisms



3. Parallelisms

• Strict parallelisms
• ����������
• ����������
• ����������

• Parallelisms of iden1cal members
• �����
• �����
• ���	�

• Iden1cal metre (tetrasyllabic units)
• ����
• �
��
• ���
• 	���



4. Punctua*on



���� 
 
1 wqO�É~95ÁÉ 
 
2 4fK¥Ê-�"P�r¨¯]§f��Ì 
 
   K¥�nÊr2�F�r¨¯]§f�É) ��`�Ì 

��`ºÌ 
��`:Ì 
��`AÌ 

 
3 ~,4fK¥nÊ     R¯`�Ì 

R¯`ºÌ 
R¯`:Ì 
R¯`AÌ 

 
   K¥�nÊ      ��`�ÉZ�#�Ë [Â¼] 

6�`ºÉ����Ë [Â¼] 
�`:É��J�Ë [Â¼] 
�`AÉ%�«�� [Â¼] 

 
4 ~,4fK¥nÊ          � 

�Y��Ì   [¢¼] 
�>�ÀÌ   [Â¼] 
HL¡ Ì   [�¼]   

            7�j�, ¡�_�EÌ [�¼] 
 
   K¥�nÊ3W�0�{Éj2���� 

 
&t{É j°��É 

�qGaÉ 
�q
¬É 
�q
UÉ 
6q
7É 
�q,É 
%q�£É 
�q
¤É 
$q
wÉ 
q��É 
+q
`É 
z
k�� 

 
&{pv�}É j&�À	E2� [�¼] 
&{DgÉ  j&��<� [Â¼] 
{ª��!É j&�*�  [�¼] 
 
   {�
 É   {X
�,�  [�¼] 
{·��eÉ j&��y� [Â¼] 
   {N
�É   �[���  [�¼] 

                                                        
1 Following Wang Ning, � is replaced by S. 

 
 
 
 
 
5 ~,4fK¥ÊB �6�`ºÉ�����É��Ì 
 
   K¥�nÊ“3W6�Éj°6wË ������ÊZ���V�c�(� 
 

6 ~,4fK¥Ê �ZC©Ì_ZC©Ì 
��C©Ì_�C©Ì 
�VC©Ì_VC©Ì 
�cC©Ì_cC©Ì 
�(C©Ì_(C©Ì 

 
    K¥�Ê  Z�h;���`É   x°�ZÉ.��`Ë 

Z²�;±��`É   x°_ZÉÃ`,�� 
µ�r�É  zÀ´�É  x°��Ë 
µ���É  �z�dÉ  x°_�� 
µVkÄÉ  z!�TÉ  x°�VË 
µV�kÉ  @³fºÉ  x°_V� 
c��`É     x°�cË  
c����QÉ z1®Æ¦\É x°_c� 
(¶��eÉ    x°�(Ë 
(½��QÉ    x°_(� 

 
7 ~,4fK¥Ê��`:É��J��É��Ì 
 
   K¥�nÊ“3W� Éj°:� [�¼],2���J��Ê|���¾�s�8É 

�`�oÉ [�¼] 

                       �u��� [�¼] 
 
8 ~,4fK¥ÊB��`AÉ%�«��É��Ì 
 
   K¥�nÊ“3W�Éj°IÉ �%�«��Ê l�?�i�=���'É 

  /k�®É 
   x^�ÅÉ [�¼] 

   �^A¹� [�¼] 
 
9 ~nÊAMÉ3-�"P�¨¯É)��b�È 

                                                        
2 The reading diqi :� that has been proposed by Mo Silang m6» (aka Huang Jie Ç ) and Wang Jinfeng 
�¸¿ might make more sense here as established term for the spirit of the earth (according to Shuowen). See 
Mo 2015, Wang 2016, 132. 



5. Rhyme





Rhyme
• light vowel ə
• neutral middle vowel aŋ second (light) life stage of growing
• light vowel ək
•
• dark vowel u 
• neutral middle vowel aŋ third (dark) life stage of ageing
• dark vowel uŋ



Rhyme and graphs

•�	�
 [��]
•��� [��]

•���� [��]
•���� [��]



6. Interlocked composi2on



Sec$on 4 about human life span
1 �*/J &E29J

a) �)�#J
b) 
)�CJ
c) �)��J
d) �)��J
e) �)�DJ
f) �)3@J �

g) �)�AJ
h) �)�,J
i) �)=;J
j) �)�"J
.�'3�

2 k) �/(+60, &�1H���� [�G] �

3 l)  �/�%J &�14�� [IG]
4 m) /B��J &�1�� [?G]

n) /��>J / ��J [�G] �

5 o)  /F	$J &�15-� [IG]
p) /��<J 7!8:� [<G]



7. Frame



���� 
 
1 wqO�É~95ÁÉ 
 
2 4fK¥Ê-�"P�r¨¯]§f��Ì 
 
   K¥�nÊr2�F�r¨¯]§f�É) ��`�Ì 

��`ºÌ 
��`:Ì 
��`AÌ 

 
3 ~,4fK¥nÊ     R¯`�Ì 

R¯`ºÌ 
R¯`:Ì 
R¯`AÌ 

 
   K¥�nÊ      ��`�ÉZ�#�Ë [Â¼] 

6�`ºÉ����Ë [Â¼] 
�`:É��J�Ë [Â¼] 
�`AÉ%�«�� [Â¼] 

 
4 ~,4fK¥nÊ          � 

�Y��Ì   [¢¼] 
�>�ÀÌ   [Â¼] 
HL¡ Ì   [�¼]   

            7�j�, ¡�_�EÌ [�¼] 
 
   K¥�nÊ3W�0�{Éj2���� 

 
&t{É j°��É 

�qGaÉ 
�q
¬É 
�q
UÉ 
6q
7É 
�q,É 
%q�£É 
�q
¤É 
$q
wÉ 
q��É 
+q
`É 
z
k�� 

 
&{pv�}É j&�À	E2� [�¼] 
&{DgÉ  j&��<� [Â¼] 
{ª��!É j&�*�  [�¼] 
 
   {�
 É   {X
�,�  [�¼] 
{·��eÉ j&��y� [Â¼] 
   {N
�É   �[���  [�¼] 

                                                        
1 Following Wang Ning, � is replaced by S. 

 
 
 
 
 
5 ~,4fK¥ÊB �6�`ºÉ�����É��Ì 
 
   K¥�nÊ“3W6�Éj°6wË ������ÊZ���V�c�(� 
 

6 ~,4fK¥Ê �ZC©Ì_ZC©Ì 
��C©Ì_�C©Ì 
�VC©Ì_VC©Ì 
�cC©Ì_cC©Ì 
�(C©Ì_(C©Ì 

 
    K¥�Ê  Z�h;���`É   x°�ZÉ.��`Ë 

Z²�;±��`É   x°_ZÉÃ`,�� 
µ�r�É  zÀ´�É  x°��Ë 
µ���É  �z�dÉ  x°_�� 
µVkÄÉ  z!�TÉ  x°�VË 
µV�kÉ  @³fºÉ  x°_V� 
c��`É     x°�cË  
c����QÉ z1®Æ¦\É x°_c� 
(¶��eÉ    x°�(Ë 
(½��QÉ    x°_(� 

 
7 ~,4fK¥Ê��`:É��J��É��Ì 
 
   K¥�nÊ“3W� Éj°:� [�¼],2���J��Ê|���¾�s�8É 

�`�oÉ [�¼] 

                       �u��� [�¼] 
 
8 ~,4fK¥ÊB��`AÉ%�«��É��Ì 
 
   K¥�nÊ“3W�Éj°IÉ �%�«��Ê l�?�i�=���'É 

  /k�®É 
   x^�ÅÉ [�¼] 

   �^A¹� [�¼] 
 
9 ~nÊAMÉ3-�"P�¨¯É)��b�È 

                                                        
2 The reading diqi :� that has been proposed by Mo Silang m6» (aka Huang Jie Ç ) and Wang Jinfeng 
�¸¿ might make more sense here as established term for the spirit of the earth (according to Shuowen). See 
Mo 2015, Wang 2016, 132. 
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