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Differences in speaking and writing

Spoken Discourse

1.

2. Subject and meaning identical
3. Commonly shared situation
4,

Fleeting event

a) Locutionary act

b) Illocutionary act
c) Perlocutionary act

Interlocutor present

Written Discourse

Fixed “said”, objectification

Author different from text meaning
Commonality: being-in-the-world
Reader can be anyone
Consequence: plurivocity.



Consequence: plurivocity

This in turn requires:
* explanation, verification, validation in explanatory procedures
* not random, hermeneutic circle is not vicious

* criteria of relative superiority reduce ambiguity and make the text a
“limited field of possible constructions”



Writing in ritual contexts

* Dialogue
e “Text act”

* Records with binding character requiring commitment

* Oracle bone inscriptions

» preface (and postface), charge, crack number, crack notation, prognostication
and verification

* Bronze inscriptions
» date and place notation, event notation, gift list and dedication



Structure composed of building blocks

* ABCDE

* Possible variants: ABCE, ADE, ACCCCE, ABBEEE. Not: ACBD

e AC1C2C3CsE could also be AC:1CsCaC3E

* ABCCCCCCCCrrreeececccecccceccceccccccceccecccceccececceccececcecceceen



Shift of texts

Texts commonly shared by Unsituated texts addressed to
present interlocutors bound readers and their various

by the texts to commitment ) interpretations of the texts’
through a common under- potential plurivocity

standing of the “text act”

How to limit the “the field of
possible constructions”?



ABCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCLLCLLLLeecceeccecceecceeceeececeen

|dentify:
* individual building blocks or units in a section
 their mutual relationships

By means of
* Connective particles (%, 5, &, &, F-, 15, EE etc.)

* Literary forms (figures of the textual body)

e Law of Similarity: similar appearance in the visual form of graphs, parallel
arrangements in time (text as a temporary sequence) or in space (text as an
arrangement of characters in space) and similar sounds (rhymes, paranomasia)
can be taken as indicators of similar meaning.

* Punctuation?



Shijing 5%, T E (Mao 243), 8t cent BCE

TERM#E., HETE,
=REX. ERET=,
FETFR., HEEK,
KEBCE. REZF
MEZF. T2z,
KREER., ZE#AL
Lk — A FEIRIETE,
KEEE, BaEmiAk.
MR %2R EF . #EELAHE
MREHE. RXRZid,
RRzZih, MARE,
REHE., TMBRAEE,



Shijing 3588, T E (Mao 243), 8t cent BCE

TRHER . HEEE,
=RAX. TEBFTR,
FERF R, HEEK,
KEBd. REZZ,

REZF,. Tz,
KEER. ERME
Jazs— A FEIRIBTE.
KEZEE, BRI,

BRZL 2R MEEL AR,
MREBHE. ZRZib,
RRZE, WARE,
REHE. FEEE,

THHRE. HEE L,
=EEX. ERBTR,
FERFERE. HEEK,
KEEM. KREZZE,
REZZE. Tz,
KXEZER . EZEHA

JazL— A FEIRIRTE.
KEZE, BEmAR.
FEZ% R MEEL AR,
MREHE. RRZib,
RRZE, WARE,
REBHE. FEAE

THRHER. HEETE,
=REX. TBRFR.
FEF=R. HEEK,

KEEE., REZF
REZF. Tz,
KEER., ZEMA

Bk — A . FEIXIETE
KEER. BakmihR.
PR 4k REF . MEEHE.

REHE, BRZi,
RXRZit, MTRE,
REHE, FEAE.



Shijing 3588, T E (Mao 243), 8t cent BCE

_F ﬁtﬁgﬁjﬁl R -I-ﬂ-ﬁ EETEE . Successors tread in the steps [of their predecessors] in our Zhou.

For generations there had been wise kings;
p— =1 The three sovereigns were in heaven;
—_ EE?E N 35 EE:F Ro And king [Wu] was their worthy successor in his capital.

EE an: :'%'t . 'Iﬁf%{lﬁ * o King [Wu] was their worthy successor in his capital,

Rousing himself to seek for the hereditary virtue,

REEE@ . EEE Zg o Always striving to accord with the will [of Heaven];

And thus he secured the confidence due to a king.

E‘ZEE /Z$ N —F :I: Z Et o He secured the confidence due to a king,

And became a pattern of all below him.

ﬂ(%%,ﬁ . %,ﬁ%ﬁﬁ” o Ever thinking how to be filial,

His filial mind was the model [which he supplied].

tlfan Z'C'g— A . Eﬁ:{%“ﬁf%o Men loved him, the One man,

And responded [to his example] with a docile virtue.
3, = [==] 7] £ 8= Ever thinking how to be filial,
7-K =] $'L‘-\ N H|:| :& HHE]H&O He brilliantly continued the doings [of his fathers].

HE %;KELF~ %ﬁﬁ*ﬂﬁo Brilliantly! and his posterity,

Continuing to walk in the steps of their forefathers,

ﬁ@g,ﬁﬁﬁ . %fziﬁﬁ . For myriads of years,
%9{2% . jj_akaﬁn ) Will receive the blessing of Heaven.

They will receive the blessing of Heaven.

ﬁgglﬂﬁfﬁ . Z:;E;E{Eo And from the four quarters [of the kingdom] will felicitations come to them.

For myriads of years,

Will there not be their helpers?



T (Mao 243)

TRER. #HEEE,
FERTH, #HEEKR,
BREZF. Tz,

BIxIETE,
%285 MEEL AR,
ZRZiE, BARE,

=ERHEX. ERBT=,
JKEEM. EZF,
KEER. o
KEZR, BEmMAR.
MREEFE., X2,
RESFE. FEBERE,



T (Mao 243)

TE#E.HATE, ZREX. FRTH,
FERTH, #HEEKR, KEBECE. REZF
MREZF,. Tz, KEER. FEMAL
EZL— A FEIRIRTE KEER. EEUH AR,
%285 MEEL AR, REEE., ZR 20,

ZRZiE, BARE, REHE. FERAE,



T (Mao 243)

TE#E., HATE, ZREX. ERE TR,
FERTHE. HEEKR, KEBCE. REZZF
BREZF. Tz, KEER., FBMA
Rz — N FEBIRIRTE KEEE, Bamlik.
HRZ2 2R MEE AR, JREHTE . RR 2,

ZRZid, BFRE, REHF FBREE,



T (Mao 243)

THRMERE. HEE X, *xavan )  =ZB#HEX. EBT R, *krap (Fz)
EETFERE. HEAEKR, *qu (W) KSBldn. BREZZF, *pu ()
REZFE. T2, *lak (B  KEFER. ZEHA, *tsCok (%)
BE%%— A FEIRIEEE, *t ok (B  kEER. BEkRIAR. *bok (%)
ARZ4 2R ES . #EHHE , *ma? () HEHF.ZXZi, *g'a? ()
SRZih, BARE, *faj (8R) REE, FBREE, #tsCar?-s (0



T (Mao 243)

THRMERE. HEE X, *xavan )  =ZBE#HEX. EET R, *krap (Fz)
EETF R, HEAEKR, *qu (M) KSBldn. BREZZF, *pu ()
REZFE. T2, *lak (B  KEFER. ZEHA, *tsCok (%)
BE%%— A FEIRIEEE, *t ok (B  kEFER. EEkRIAR. *bok (%)
%% REF . #EEHE , *ma? () WEHF. X2k, *g'a? ()
TRZih, @BARE, *faj (8R) REE, FBREE, #tsCar?-s (0



T (Mao 243)

TEHER . AT L. *evan  (FB) =JE1EKR. LT 4l. *krap Fm) 1
T Bl . HELER. *qu (d4) K ST T2 F. *pu (dg) 1
T bz ?y Tz *lok (k) KEZFEE. FIHLER], *tsfok ) O
O Pazv— AN, JEEENAME, *tok (k) K SZFEE. WHERRAR. *bok (M 1
T HzzkEFR. ahHAHES. *ma?  (F) REITE. 2 K2l *gfa? (7)) 1
T RZ AN WU RE . *gfa)  (AR) A EEHE. ABEE. *tsfar?-s ()
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Guodian Ldozi A.2

TEFLUABEAE - UHEREAT - BUEREAT - A
RAI 0 UE®RY - HER L, UST2 - HER L1, RS
th o HERAH, RAE - K FELRMAR - DHRFH o 5K
TEEREHL Y 5 -



Guodian Ldozi A.2
Analytical presentation:

TR EEE - LHERHET - BMEREEE -
laZE A  fERFMHE > bLIEERZ -

2aH EZREH, bLETZ -

3aH: EZEREWH, bEIHEL -

4a H ERFE, bRIBEEL -

R TEEHEMIBRER o IR Fetl, o R T EEREBLZ F -

That by which rivers and seas are kings over the many mountain streams is their ability to be below the many
mountain streams. For this reason they are able to act as kings over the many mountain streams.

1a The sage stands in front of the people, b because he puts himself behind them.
2a He stands on top of the people, b because he puts his speech below them.
3a He stands on top of the people, b but the people don’t admire him.

4a He stands in front of the people, b but the people don’t harm him.

All under Heaven enjoys bringing him forward without getting tired of it. Because he is someone who does not
compete. This is why in all under Heaven nobody is able to compete with him.



Guodian Ldozi A.2

Analytical presentation:

Ll REEE - UHEAES N - EHERESL

lagE N2  bRIBERZ -
20 © FEERLE, b u%;zo
3a H T:T:EiJ:ﬂ_’. , b RIHEL,
4a H , b ﬁ%éiﬂo
A NEEOEMFHR. LEARFEE, R NREREEZ FH,



Chapter 66 of Wang Bi (226—249) version

Analytical presentation:

LB EEEOA T DHEEN Y - HEEAST -
y=3Ds
la ik LS > D = N

ys=aD\

4a JEAT  bIMERAE -
=30\
R TEEHETARR © PIHEAZ NN =



Comparison core part of Guodian A2 and chapter
66 of Wang Bi

laBB N2 frbepit
TR E,
TR k1,
TR,

a 22 A
4a

FE>

i [
3]

b B&RZ -
bE N2 -
b RIE
b KHFEW -

buillE M2 -

b TR -
b TR -




Chapter 66 of Wang Bi (226—249) version

Analytical presentation:

la X LR bW MIE M e

=LA l
FR-CY N b MESAE
4a  FZAY b MEAE.

(1L}

o




Chapter 66 of Wang Bi (226—249) version

Analytical presentation:

TLBFTEE AR A TE  HEHETNZ - figE hE A
y=3D8
la ik LS > D = N

=3VS-CUN

ba BRI bERFE -
=)
KT LTI - DR - #F FEg 5 -



O 00 N o Ul o W N B

LEFEE, #gmiTz
REEE, AT

TEEE, KR, K,

WEEHZ:
AR IE & BR,
EEER,
REFHE
tEES,
RBEEE,

10 BEEEARE,

11 &=,

12 EEE A,

13 KITHER,

14 KRR K,

15 KEHE

16 KRE,

17 B,

18 3'5[@ - Z=5H -

AWM RE.

Laozi 41



| LB BT
2 - o EE?ET: o
3 MEEE KA AKX ARUBE

These lines are always translated in the following sense:

If superior men hear about the Way, they diligently put it into practice.

If middling men hear about the Way, they sometimes retain it, and sometimes lose it.

If inferior men hear about the Way, they laugh out loud. If they didn’t laugh, it would not
be worth being considered as the Way.



10

11
12

13

14
15
16
17
18 K IMEIE,

Bioaf,
BEENW,
T
RITHERS,
T
N1
EhE,
RRE,
ERES.
EBHMN.

OC rhymes (Baxter & Sagart 2013)

*mut-s
* rg‘ap-s
*rut-s

*C.q%ok
*nok
*tsok

*|¢
I‘o

*lo
*rJO

*m-den
*!en
*G'en
*C.men
*m-den

()
()
()

()
()
()

(%)
(%)

(%)

()
()
()
()
()



14 K28
15 K&
wﬁ%

HFRIE
18 RMEH

VAR

AR

)

This is why an established saying goes:

The dgo when bright
the dggo when advancing
the dag when level

the moral power when great

a Great white

the moral power when ample
the moral power when erected
plain truth

a Great place

a Great vessel
a Great tone
a Great image

the dag.

1s as 1f it were dark,
is as if it were retreating,
1s as if it were uneven,

is as if it were a glen,

is as if it were grimy,

is as if it were insufficient,
is as if it were low,

is as if it were changing,

has no borders,

can be completed,
has a sound,

has no form,

has no name.

Actually, the dgg alone bestows and accomplishes.



WEEHZ:

N o o B WN R

0

10
11
12

13
14
15
16
17
18 KMEIHE,

rFt+EE, gmiTz
FEREE, BFET
T+HEE, KX, %, FEMEIE,

p il
fmk fmk  [m
Df Df i

\
7/

T
CEt

Gl

\
7/

5 ok
D¢ D DN D D
>§:m

JIE

& m

W,
RRER,
BRES,

TON /0N

EBHEM.

*g‘ran-s

*man

*s-law-s/ *|Su?-s [E/H4]

*mSut-s
*Ucap_s

*rut-s

*C.g%ok
*nok
*tsok
*|o

*lo

*no
*m-den
*len
*G'en
*C.men

*m-den

[F7]
[F7]

Laozi 41



Shangshu “Duo fang” {1 & % 75 ) passage

TEHGESHMES, EREERE, EXBEEAR, D IEMEE, LRSS,
KEBXRZE, BEt. HiERE, BRE, A5 TE, XERKR, FHEZ,

'T’Eﬂﬁ'r‘ﬁ&i ERRR, BIRRE, T RERRR, HER I, T
HAEE, XIEREAB L 75, BERT BUAR, RIEXBEH, A
BLIE, MREX. K2 T, EEEL. HRET, BATR SEmRE
MR, RIEXLI AR, BFERaw, FRSH,



2 EE wEA,

3 g,

4 B%

5 ThIEFERE, LIEEZ A, KEEXZd, BEt,

6 Tyt 5, , TR FE; K [EESE, BFEZ,
7 THiEBEERE, ERE, , TR, RS,

8 HEEE = 1E
X
9  EIFFREEAEE,
10 XERE ZBlRzFR HERE;, BETSE,

11 XK \|EA, KELIE, FBREX.
12 mzt, 0
X
13 M FREE, SR Tk, RIBERAE MHHRHAX,

14 XiEXFH  FHAEIK, Rk, FEZH.



1 The king spoke to the effect:

2 T announce and declare to you [from the] numerous regions,

3 It is not that Heaven wanted to abolish the ruler of Xia,

4 It is not that Heaven wanted to abolish the ruler of Yin,

5 But indeed your ruler, with your numerous regions, behaved excessively, and when it
came to attending to the Heavenly Mandate, he made trifling retreats.

6 But indeed the ruler of Xia, when it came to attending his governance, did not assemble
for sacrifices.®? Heaven sent down this ruin, and a ruler of one of the states
intermitted it.

7 But indeed your last Shang king indulged in his leisure, and when it came to attending
to his governance, he did not make the sacrifices illustrious. Heaven thereupon
sent down this ruin.

8 Indeed, even the sages when of thinking will become savages;

9 Indeed, even the savages when capable of thinking will become sages.

10 Heaven indeed then allowed five years for successors who might be adequate rulers to
be produced, but none of them could be appreciated.

11 Heaven indeed then searched in your numerous regions, rousing people greatly by
means of its majesty to encourage someone to attend Heaven.

12 But indeed of you [from the] numerous regions to attend it.

13 But indeed our Zhou kings efficaciously received the splendid blessings,%* were able
to adequately make use of their virtue, and properly carried out the sacrifices to
spirits and Heaven,|

14 Heaven indeed thereupon provided patterns for instruction, and as we used them
propitiously it chose us to confer Yin’s Mandate to us and to rule over your

numerous regions.



Tsinghua
Bamboo slips:
“Tang zai
Chimen”
1 E
ca 300 BCE :
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mEEM

EBCZ, BEEM, HEBH®A  SEARAEH.
HEES, EHBMY.
| BSHNE 7 F2? SR U, EHBT.
B
NEEH: Hik. ME , Bl A ? %Yk,
TR ? FOEBLI T, SHAR R,
A ? B4, EHER.
R ?
UBXERNE - £ [T, EMEZ] [t ?
2 XA NER HERA ?
g2 NEER  REmM, ZENE; [EMEZ] & E & B AL
#EM 2
g 2 5 BRI - EEEEV BERE?
LWEE ) BEEE
NEEE HRAA, B ; (BB ZUEE BN
P, E DR ; () RBEE 7 B !
ABERE, ELUEZ ; (53] FHEE T ENEE
RBAR, RUETZ. (B B RIS, R, TIURR
N, ‘ (AT B I T, HEEEE, BARYXA.
358 AR o - B R g
PR %ﬁu$7 EEEH, RE#MZ, HBEE
ASNE? EHEEE FRER, HiEEE,
b 2SI, RH#A1E, HIBEE
%&EA‘ IR, KB, I3EEIE,
zA, B AL, HAEETE ;
fi—B—47 ? L
= BRI, REMEAN, BB,
e e mars TR, HAEET
NEER  BERRZN. BEMAA. FIZMTE, e
HAR SRR 6 BXBNE : [AMAD, FUS2] . it ?
A )
—ABE, NEER BN, BBV [EMSZ) K K &k F WAAH,
=ZR75%, PAETER.
mAE,
HANXE, THXERNE -k TRMARE, AMNFZ) , It ?
RAER,
LA INBEE AR, EEAR [ANGZ] B R E H. MK X
NBE, EREIR,
nBHE, WY,
TR N S
BT,

8HE I RF, M . BTz !
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2218
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22122 BAXH
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22210 BEHHE
2221 %H <
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22221 EHEE
2222FF
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2231 %48

22312 RBFRE

2.23.2.1 EIRTREF
2232 B

22322 RERH

2241 X 2.24.1.1 RS RARL
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4.2.1-6.1.2 RiE
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SRS ABEERLE L AR FAREBEENSELES (1] BXA. 4TXREEERS
AT IR A TR, TR, TR [2] K. SHMRDEESERA, LM, LK
. =K, PEEE (3] AMEABENEY ., OSBRI, SRR E L. MR
xx (4] 72, SRERDEAATELE, TEUERDOTME, BREAM (5] —5-1F. b
EEEER AR REFUAATREREEER—A (6]l B_ANE=5/F. MANH, 7

S ARERLAREL. ABHE 7] ABEE, TANM. RABET REREERTARDN
*. TRE (8] ERTAEARRMIUEET AN, RENERGHEESALT (0] BTARR
RENLESER. SRS LN BEES [10] 5T, )5 & EIr R 3R & M E £
A2 EEATAE, Bamn (1] PEREZEDERE, MEXETERE, AAREDREE,
W (2] IXRESEEE, RURETNES, PEEEARARLERILE (13] HETMIRA,
BB AL DU, REXRRE [14] B BHE, CEC SRR Ml ED
. RAFIREAELE [15] #E, RERSABRIEBEDE, TRNFILEME. T
TR [16] AREAILEEE, WENATEBEME, AR ERESE, 5% [17] b
EAB R E T, PEEORKAMEERER MG (18] KkEA MR HER

%, FUAIRDEXAMBEANTZ T, B [19] EEEREARSEAEANTZ BRTEN
AEEARLEEET [20] X8, SEHRFREZ LT RE AT, [21]

Li Shoukui Z=5£Z=. “Tang zai Chi Men shiwen zhushi” 35755 FIFENX TS, in: Li Xueqin 228 ed., Qinghua daxue cang Zhanguo zhujian (vol 5) 7& HE A 258,
By (1), Shanghai: Zhongxi shuju, 2015, pp. 142-148.
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1
First month, day jihgi.(36™ day), Tang dwelling at the Chi Gate

2.
asked his young minister (Yi Yin f#5): “surely there are excellent words from the former rulers of antiquity the

truth of which extends until today?”

The young minister responded and said: “There are indeed! If there were no excellent words the truth of
which extends until today, how would we then achieve [the life of] true humans? How would we achieve [the
governance of] a true state? How would we achieve [the cultivation of] true lands? How would we achieve [the

path of] true heaven?”

3.
Tang asked his young minister again and said: “How many words of this kind are there regarding the
achievement of [the life of] true humans? How many words of this kind are there regarding the achievement of
[the governance of] a true state? How many words of this kind are there regarding the achievement of [the
cultivation of] true lands? How many words of this kind are there regarding the achievement of [the path of]

true heaven?”

The young minister responded and said: “Five by means of which [the life of] true humans is achieved and
moral integrity to make it shine forth. Four by means of which [the governance of] a true state is achieved and
five [modes] to support it. Nine by means of which [the cultivation of] true lands is achieved and five [modes]

to cultivate them. Nine by means of which [the path of] true heaven is achieved and six [modes] to array it.”

4.
Tang asked his young minister again and said: “As to humans, what do they obtain that brings them to life?
‘What is increasing that makes them grow? How does it decrease so that they get old? This certainly is still the

same human life yet one part is hated and one is loved.”

The young minister responded and said: “Indeed, it is by the five flavoured gi, by this, that one becomes a

human.

Its onset gi is called the jade seed. In the first month it starts to rise, in the second month it becomes
enclosed, in the third month it takes shape, in the fourth month it becomes firm, in the fifth month it slightly
stirs, in the sixth month it grows some flesh, in the seventh month there are muscles, in the eighth month it is
proper, in the ninth month its constitution becomes apparent, in the tenth month [its process of taking human

shape] is finally complete and at this time the people are born.

When their (humans’) gi ascends to abundance and expands into something regulated, this is when they
grow and mofeover develop appetitivengss! When their gi vigorously flourishes, this is when they are properly
robust. When the gi mixes and exchanges so that it is fully complete, this is when they are strong. When the gi is
reduced then they become old, when the gi slows down then they decay. When the gi is inverse and in disorder
so that it becomes uneven, this is when they become ill and misfortunate. When the gi is used up, then they die,

and all volitions are exhausted.”

5.
Tang asked his young minister again and said: “So, as a matter of fact, what are these ‘Four by which means states are

accomplished and five [modes] to support it’?”

The young minister responded and said: “Indeed, it is the four spirits that are called the four proper ones; the

‘five [modes] to support it” are moral conduct, administrative service, labour service, governance and punishment.”

6.
Tang asked his young minister again and said: “What is good moral conduct like? What is bad moral conduct like?
What is good administrative service like? What is bad administrative service like? What is good labour service like?
What is bad labour service like? What is good governance like? What is bad governance like? What is good

punishment like? What is bad punishment like?”

The young minister responded: “If moral conduct is profound and bright, sticks to trustworthiness and thereby
accomplishes righteousness, then this is what is called good moral conduct. You can use this to maintain things and
bring them to perfection. If moral conduct is erratic and transient, sticks to falsity and thereby accomplishes loss, then
this is what is called bad moral conduct, and even if it accomplishes something it is still contemptible. Setting up an
administrative service that reaps benefits on which the people can sustainably rely, this is what is called a good
administrative service. Setting up an administrative service that does not reap benefits and that harms the people
without any good reason, this is what is called a bad administrative service. Setting up a labour service with
appropriate seasonal timing where people are tired but do not grind away, this is a good labour service. Setting up a
labour service that is not properly timed and that is a great waste for the state, this is a bad labour service. If
governance accomplishes [matters] by simple means, then this is good governance. If governance by faults and
disorder creates instability and the people are all socially disintegrated and only worried about themselves, then this is
bad governance. If punishment is light so that it is impartial, then this is good punishment. If punishment is heavy so

that it is without standard, then this is bad punishment.”

7.
Tang asked his young minister again and said: “What are these ‘nine by which means earth is accomplished and five

[modes] to cultivate it*?”

The young minister responded: “Indeed, it is the nine spirits that are called the perfected of the earth. The ‘five
[modes] to cultivate it’ are water, fire, metal, wood and soil, by which means the five sprouts are accomplished and

the five grains are grown.”

8.
Tang asked his young minister again and said: “As a matter of fact, what are these ‘nine by which means heaven is

accomplished and six [modes] to array it’?”

The young minister responded: “Indeed, it is the nine spirits that are called the nine magnificent. The ‘six
[modes] to array it’ are day, night, spring, summer, autumn and winter. If each of these seasons is not displaced from
its proper sequential position then this indeed marks the proper beginning of events and it is indeed also Heaven’s

way.

9.

Tang said: “Heavenly Yin, these are indeed excellent words from the former rulers of antiquity, so why change them!”
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