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Abstract:  
 
Through the examination of ritual bronze wares unearthed from the Sanxingdui, 
Jinsha and Dian sites in present day Sichuan and Yunnan provinces, this talk 
introduces a number of observable connections between the three cultures despite 
their distance in time and space. These connections highlight the presence of 
regionally transmitted traditions that linked multi-ethnic societies in the territories 
known from early Chinese textual sources as the Southwest. The talk aims to 
supplement established Sino-centric scholarship that considers the Southwest’s rich 
artistic tradition, especially the development of the striking bronze metallurgy of 
Sanxingdui, Jinsha and Dian, as subject to influences primarily from the cultures of 
the Central Plains in China’s Bronze Age. It also highlights the function of a network 
of trading routes in the region, referred to as the Southwest Silk Road in modern 
times, as the main facilitator of exchange, trade, communication, cultural and artistic 
reciprocation. 
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