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Removing the Mask: Women-Only Haredi Arts as Spaces
of Female Empowerment and Social Change in Israel
Because of increasingly stringent interpretations of modesty
laws over the last fifty years, Haredi women have moved
theatrical, vocal, and dance performances to all-women spaces
of participation and consumption. Rather than curbing creativity,
however, these artistic spaces have multiplied and expanded
over the last several decades, and the by-women-for-women
arts scenes in Israel, especially in and around Jerusalem, have
become vital sites of women’s empowerment. They have also
provided both the opportunity and the medium for women’s
critiques of Haredi society, without receiving the backlash or
exclusion that more activity which is accessible to both genders
has attracted. The arts have become away for women to address
social problems and enact change, in areas as varied as mental
health, physical and sexual health, domestic violence, poverty,
and issues surrounding infertility. Ultimately, the arts have
become a place to ignite wider changes, most often and
perhaps most significantly, in perceptions and modes of thought
throughout Haredi society.
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