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Abstract 
 

China’s experiences at the Paris Peace Conference at the end of WWI have become an integral part of 

the country’s discourse on its ‘century of humiliation’. The failure to retrieve German rights in 

Shandong, which were transferred to Japan under the Treaty of Versailles, is thought to have triggered 

the May Fourth Movement. While numerous works have examined the bargaining, networking and 

negotiations that took place in the grandiose halls of Versailles, as well as the speeches, protests and 

strikes in the streets of Beijing, much less attention has been paid to a key link connecting these two 

arenas: the Chinese delegation’s decision to launch an open diplomacy campaign via the mass media – 

in particular newspapers and circular telegrams (通电). This talk will try to answer this question: if the 

request for the direct return of Shandong was made based on the ‘public opinion’ of the Chinese 

people, as diplomats and politicians at the time claimed, how, then, was this public opinion formed? 
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